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 LorD B1540P of Miucheſter. 


Mr Logxn, | 


77 LIAM GLANVILLE, Eſq; one of 
the chief Clerks of the Treg/ury, left your 
Lordſhip a Legacy, in his laſt Will; and 
a few Hours before his Death, was pleaſed to aſſign 
the following Reaſons for it. 
« As to the Legacy I have given to the Lord 
* Biſhop of Bangor, I declare the ſame to be in Te- 
« ſtimony of the Reſpect I bear him, in defending 
« the Liberty of his Country ; and for his Love to 
% Mankind; and for his endeavouring to free Reli- 
„gion from Superſtition and Tyranny, (which 
« Worldly Intereſt and Ambition have blended with 
« it)andtoreſtore it to that Simplicity and Uſeſulneſs 
„ which was the Deſign of its bleſſed Author: For 
* which his Labour of Love, he has juſtly merited 
„the Eſteem and Regard of all good Men, inſtead 
©& of that Load of Infamy and Scandal, which the 


te Paſſions of deſigning Men have ſo ralicivully and 
* uncharitably thrown upon him. 


„ WILLIAM CLAN VILLE.“ 
Here 


iv DEDFEFCATION, 
Here your Lordſhip and all the World ſee the 
real Sentiments of a Gentleman of great Honour, 
Senſe and Virtue, at a Time of the ſtrifteſt Sinceri- 
ty. And I beg Leave publickly to declare, that J 
have no other Reaſon in the World, for affixing 
your great and venerable Name to the following Pa- 
pers; than thoſe aſſigned by the worthy Gentleman 
bove - mentioned: Being utterly unbiaſſed by any 
doch Motives as uſually produce Dedications to great 
Men. And I perſuade my ſelf, it cannot be un- 
acceptable to your Lordſhip, to be the Patron of a 
Book, the only Deſign of which is to ſerve and vin- 
dicate the civil and religious Liberries of Mankind. 
And here, according to the uſual Stile and Pur- 
Pole of Dedications, it may be expected I ſhould 
launch out into a Panegyric'on your great and exec 
lent Qualities : And, indeed, being a Lay-man, and 
having not the leaſt Dependance on your Lordſhip, 
I might in that Caſe be preſum'd to ſpeak to you, 
and of you, with the Freedom of an indifterent 
Man, and without risking that Cenfure which is ſo 
generally incurred by Dedieators. But the ex- 
hibiting your Lordſhip's amiable Character requires 
an abler Pen: It is a Subject too nice and delicate 
ſor me to attempt: Beſides, it can receive no Advan- 
tage from any private Man ; as it ſtands immoveably 
fixed, beyond the Reach of Party or of Faction, on 
Records that will remain until Time ſhall be no 
more. $ 
Your Lordſhip, at your firſt ſetting out in the 
World, was pleaſed to lay aſide the unintelligible 
Jargon of the Schools, in Matrers of Religion, and 
to declare openly and freely in Favour of the New 
Teſtament, and Common-Seulſe, 


And 
0 


.... DEDICATION... 
And as to Matters of Government, you ever ap- 
peared a ſtrenuous Aſſerter of thoſe noble Principles, 


hereby the Revolution was brought about, under 


the late King William, whoſe Memorywill be always 
dear to every Briton, that has the leaſt Regard for 
Honeſty, Reaſon, or Juſtice. Thoſe religious and 


political Principles your Lordſhip was pleaſed to de- 


end and maintain, by Arguments founded on Truth, 
and ſuperior to all the wicked Sophiſtry of your Ad- 


verſaries. 


This generous and truly Engliſs Behaviour could 
not fail of procuring your Lordſhip the Eſteem and 


 Regard,of every wile and honeſt Man in the Three 


Kingdoms; at the ſame time that it ſubjected you 


to an infamous Perſecution, by vaſt Numbers even 


of your own holy Vocation : They loaded you 


with Scandal and Reproach; and, by their malicious 


envenomed Pens, treated you without the leaſt Re · 
gard to Truth or Modeſty. #28 

When mercenary Scriblers are employed by a 
Party, to vent their Malice, it may be fit to leave them 
to the Courſe of common Juſtice; but here the Trum- 
pet was ſounded in Sion, the Pulpit gave the Alarm; 
thoſe who profeſſed themſelves Ambaſſadors of 
Peace breathed nothing but War; they attacked 


you with unappeaſible Fury, but covered their Out- 


rage with the ſpecious Names of Loyalty, Religion, 
and the Church; whereby the deluded Populace 


were drawn to enliſt under their Banners, in Con- 


tradiction to their own moſt valuable Rights, both 
J 3 SR i 
This, my Lord, was the Caſe with Reſpect to 
you, and to thoſe truly rational and even divine 
Principles ou ſo bravely defended; when the 5+ A 
Court of Parliament thought it neceſſary to inter- 
a 0 poſe 
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poſe in Favour of your Lordſhip ; whom, with, Sur- 
prize and Aſtoniſhment, they ſaw thus iniquitouſly 
perſecuted by many reverend Doctors and Dignitg- 
ries, and for no other Reaſon, than for your open 
and hearty Attachment to our Religion, Laws, and 
Government. | | 

This illuſtrious Aſſembly determined, by a public 
Act, to teſtify to the Sovereign, and to the whole 
Nation, their Reſentment of your ill Uſage, and the 
Senſe they had of your extraordinary Merit. For 

this Purpoſe, a Motion was made by the ingenious 
' Anthony Henley, Eſq; and after a ſhort Debate, the 
Houſe came to the following Reſolution: : 

That the Reverend Mr. Benjamin Hoadly, Rec- 
« tor of St. Peter's Poor, London, for having ſtrenu- 
« ouſly juſtified the 3 on which her Ma jeſty 
« and the Nation proceeded, in the late happy Re- 
« volution, had juſtly merited the Favour of this 
« Houſe; and that an humble Addreſs be preſented 
to her Majeſty, that ſhe would be graciouſly pleaſ- 
«« ed to beftow ſome Dignity in the Church on the 
% ſaid Mr. Hoadly, for his eminent Services in 
« Church and State.” | 

The Queen's Anſwer was : 

« I will take a proper Opportunity to comply 
« with your Requeſt.” 

Every true Engliſhman rejoiced at this Vote: And 
the more ſo, from a Perſuaſion that your Enemies 
would never be ſo inſolent as to attack you again, 
and ſet themſelves in Oppoſition to the Senſe of the 

Nation. 
A greater Honour your Lordſhip could never 
have received ; as it was the Approbation of your 
Country, declared by its Repreſentatives, one of the 
moſt auguſt Aſſemblies upon Earth, and * 
W 


umphal Arches! 
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will remain, in the Records thereof, an eternal Mo- 
nument to your Renown: — A Monument, more 
glorious, and laſting, than Pillars of Marble, or tri- 


- 


For ſome. lime after this your Lordſhip had a 


Reſpite from your ecclefiaſtical Adverſaries. It 
ſeemed as if they were thunderſtruck by this noble 
Reſolution, However, it was not long before theſe 
Diſturbers of our Peace, theſe ſworn Enemies of Bri- 
tiſh Liberty, received a freſh Provocation, in a Ser- 


mon preached before the Xing, at St. Zames's, and 


publiſhed by his ſpecial Command, entituled, TRE 


ATURE or rug KING DOM or CHRIST. 
Herein you had proved, beyond all reaſonable Con- 
tradiction, that Chriſt's Kingdom was not of this 
World: A Doctrine new and ſurpriſing, even to 
the greateſt Part of the Clergy.— What now could 


your Lordſhip expect, but Judgement without Mer- 


cy !——it was a Crime of ſuch a Nature as never 
to be forgiven. To be told that Chriſt's Kingdom 


did not conſiſt in Mitres, Lordſhips, Deanaries, 


Veſtments, Ceremonies, Spiritual Courts, Abſoluti- 
ons, Perſecutions, ©c. &c. Oc. It was next to the 
Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, and for which your 
Adverſaries will never forgive you, either in this 
World or the next. | 
Here your Enemies Joſt all Patience ; and, inſtead 
of Reaſon and Argument, diſcharged againſt you their 
whole Artillery of Affronts and Indignities : Notwith- 
ſtanding the | mop and beſt Men in the Fingdoam 
acknowledged that your Lordſhip's Principles, both ei- 
vil and religious, were ſor the Benefit of human So- 
ciety, agreeable to the natural Rights of Mankind, and 
erfeftly conſiſtent with the New Teſtament, the 
Reformation, and the Church of England. 


Your 
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Your Lordſhip's Encmies did not intend Thin 
ſhould ſtop hete. The Lower Houſe of Convoca- 


tion appointed a Committee, conſiſting of Dr. Me, 


Dr. Sherlacke, Dr. Friend, Dr. Spratt, Dr. Caunnm, 
und Dr. Bye, to draw up a Repreſentation, to be 
laid before the Upper Houſe, concerning ſeveral 


dangerous Poſitions advanced by your Lordſhip, at 


that Time Biſhop of Bangor ; which Repreſentation 


was approved bf by the LowerHouſe, and was voted 


to be entered on their Books, nemine contraditente, — 


The Attention of the Publick was again engaged, 
and Perſons of the higheſt Rank were extreme! 
'Vicitous for your Protection. 


y ſo- 


And here, alfo, your Lordſhip had the Honour 
to have one of the beſt, the wiſeſt, and braveſt Men 
that ever the World produced, appear in your Be- 
half — I mean the late KING GEORGE; 


who was graciouſly pleaſed, by his Royal Writ to 


the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, to prorogue the Con- 
vocation; whereby the Deſigns of your Enemies 
were at once defeated. — A noble Inſtance of roy- 
al Juſtice, and paternal Aﬀection to his Subjects! 
A ſtrange Phenomenon in the political World 45 
Monarch exerting himſelf in Deſence of his Subjects 
Liberties, which Multitudes of themſelves were ea- 
ger to betray ! An Example highly deſerving the I- 
mitation of every Sovereign, but hardly to be para- 
lelled. His generous Soul was influenced by all 
thoſe Sentiments of Humanity and Compaſſion, with 
which Chriſtianity never fails to inſpire its real Vo- 
faries. He could not forbear, voluntarily and un- 
asked, to interpoſe in Behalf of an innocent and a- 
buſed Subject. This ſingle Inſtance of his royal Vir- 
tue will ever be recorded in the B7iti/h Annals, o 
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his immortal Honour; for which Generations to 


come will call him bleſſed, 


I cannot conclude without taking ſomeNotice ofa 
late honeſt Performance v of your Lordſhip's, which 
has again drawn upon you the unjuſt Attacks of 
the Bigots of all Parties. four Lordſhip could expect 
nothing leſs: Its natural Deſign and Tendency 
being to beat Jown Myſtery, Bigotry, Superſtition, 
and Nonfenſe ; which have been, for ſo many A- 
ges, the grand Support of the ſacerdotal Empire. 
What Wonder, then; if your Lordſhip ſuſtained a 
freſh Torrent of Abuſe on this Occaſion. I have 
read many of the Anſwers to this valuable Treatiſe, 
but have found none of them meriting your Lord- 


' ſhip's Obſervation. ' In Oppoſition to all theſe Ex- 
ertions of Scurrility, I could produce, if it were ne- 


ceſſary, the Sentiments of the beſt and greateſt Men 
that the preſent Age has produced, in favour of 


your Lordſhip's Character and Principles, But I 


ſhall content myſelf with what the learned and pious 
Dr. Tenniſon was pleaſed to advance; in his Proteſt 
e the Report of the Convocation, in the Cafe 
of your Lordſhip. I have read it often, and never 
without a ſecret Pleaſure. Tt breathes forth no- 
thing but Piety, Charity, and New Teſtament Re- 
ligion : „Being perſuaded in my own Mind, that 
the Word of God is the only ſufficient Foundati- 
on, upon Which a true Proteſtant can build his 
Religion, and that the Doctrines contained in the 
« Biſhop's Sermon, preached before his Majeſty on 
* Sunday the 31ift of March, 1717, and publiſhed 
* by his Majeſty's ſpecial Command, are true Pro- 
teſtant Doctrines, and fo perſectly agreeable to 
the Word of God, revealed to us in the = 
The plain Account, | 


* DEDTLC AT ION. * 
* that there ſeems no juſt Cauſe for the Complaints 
* made againſt them ;—— which Complaints pro- 
«. bably would never have been thought of, had not 
* ſome Men, whillt they were making open Proſeſ- 


ſions of their loyal Intentions, ſecretly defigned to 


& caſt a Blot and Contempt on the rogat Authority; 
*« and under, a plauſible Pretence of doing Service 
„ to the Church, laid hold of an Opportunity of 
„ ſhewing their perſonal Hatred and Reſentment a- 
* gainſt the Biſhop, | 

« Subſcribed 14th Feb. 1717-8. 


« EDWARD TENNISON.” 


Much about the fame Time, that true Engliſhman, 
and famous Orator, Mr. Lechmere, was pleaſed to 
make very honourable Mention of your Lordſhip in 
the Houſe of Commons, and called you a ſtrenuous and 
worthy Champion of the Revolution, and Prote- 
ſtant Succeſſion, 

Our bleſſed Saviour, when upon Earth, foreſaw 
the various Perſecutions that would befal his Saints 
and Followers; and, for their Support and Encou- 
ragement, he pronounces them bleſſed Bleſſed are 
they that are perſecuted for Righrenafl PSU for 
theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven. — And again, Ke- 
joice and be exceeding glad, for great is your Reward 
in Heaven; for ſo perſecuted they the Prophets that 
were before you, Matt. v. 10. 12. But I ſhall ſay no 
more; only, with the utmoſt Submiſſion, let me en- 
treat your Lordſhip not to be diſmayed, but to 
£9 on with that important Work in which you have 
been engaged, and for which you are ſo admirably 
qualified. Conſider, Sir, it is the Glory of God, 
the Honour and Support of his Son's Intereſt and 

Relipion 
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Religion upon Earth, that you have ſo zcalouſly de- 
fended ; a Religion extremely uſeful to Civil Socie- 
ty, and admirably adapted to make Mankind hap- 
py here and hereafter. 

And now, of Almighty God I earneſtly beg, that 
he would never leave you, but conſtantly vouchſafe 
you large and ample Communications of the Gifts 
and Graces of his moſt holy Spirit; and when you 
ſhall have done with mortal Things, and ſhall ſtand 
on the Brink of the Grave, juſt ready to ſtep into E- 
ternity, may you then enjoy a noble Firmneſs and 
Serenity of Mind ; may all be quiet and harmonious 
within — may you then experimentally know what 
it is, to enjoy that Peace of God that paſſeth all 
Underſtandi and may the End of all be 
to you everlatting Peace and Felicity. This, my 
Lord, is the ſincere Deſire and Prayer of 


Your Loxpsnn's 


Moſt humble and 


Maſt obedient Servant, 


A 


L'E © LL &: 


| TO 4A 
CLERGYMAN, Es. 


REVEREND SIR! 


T is not out of Vanity, Lucre or Party, that T 
now fit down to make ſome Remarks on your 
late very extraordinary Sermon. I mult confeſs 
I have read ſome other notable ones, and heard 
many more on this Occaſion ; but none ſo deſerving of 
publick Contempt and Cenſure. Your whole Perform- 
ance could be calculated with no other View than to 
revive old Heats and Animoſitics, and to raiſe that Spi- 
rit of Strife and Diſcord, which, as a Miniſter of the 
Goſpel of Peace, it is your peculiar Province to ſup- 
reſs. 
: I know of nothing more repugnant to the Spirit of 
Chriſtianity, than for one, proſeſſing to preach, to ſet 
up for tkeChampion of a Party; ſince Parties are, for the 
moſt Part, inſluenced by Motives mean and brutal, incon- 
ſiſtent with that unalterable Regard to Truth and Juſ- 
tice, to which all Men and all Parties have an inviolable 
Claim. | 
I hope you will not be offended, if, in this Addreſs, 
J ſpeak my Sentiments plainly. And tho” I ſhall not 
fail of doing fo, yet, notwithſtanding the Provocation 
you have given, my Intention is to treat you with the 
Civility due to your Function, without Paſſion or per- 
ſonal Reproach. And if you are not very much pre- 
udiced by a blind and furious Zeal, I perſuade myſelf, 
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A LETTER 

I ſhall, in ſome Degree, enlighten your Underſtanding, 
and awaken your Conſcience ; not by Falſehood and 
Diſguiſes, but by Facts, Facts tat arc inconteſtible, and 
that will argus for themſolves, 

It would take up too much of my Time to enter u- 
pon all the particular Falſities, Abſurdities, and ſallaci- 
ovs Rcaſonings, of which your Sermon was made up. 
I ſhall only offer the following general Remarks to your 
Conſideration, entreating you to peruſe them calmly, 
without any Party-ſpirit, diveſted of all Prejudice and 
Partiality, with a Temper and Dilpoſition of Mind be- 
coming a Gentleman and a Scholar, always determined 
to ſubmit to the Force of Truth and Evidence ; and 
then your own Conſcience will preſently ſuggeſt to you, 
that your whole Scrmon was a manifeſt Contradiction 
to the Religion, Laws, Government, and true Hiſtory 
of your Country. 

The exaltedCharaQter you was pleaſed to give of King 
Charles the Firſt, made a very conſiderable Part of your 
Diſcourſe. 1 muſt acknowledpe, it was ſpeciouſly drawn, 
and delivered with an engaging Elocution and Empha- 
ſis ; but it had this unJucky Circumſtance attending it, 
that the Picture had no Aſſinity with the Original: Light 
and Darkneſs, Heaven and Hell, could not poſſibly 
be more oppoſite to each other, than your Portrait was 
to the real Character of that unhappy Prince. There- 
fore permit me, Sir, in my Turn, to give you his true 
and genuine Chara ter, which, at this Diſtance of Time, 
can only be done by an impartial Recital of the moſt 
conſiderable and important Actions of his Liſe. 

During the Minority of this Prince, he was looked 
on, by all that knew him, to be of a moſt obſtinate Diſ- 
poſition. His Mother greatly lamented his unhappy 
Turn of Mind, and was heard to fay of him in Public, 
that“ She ſcared he would live to be the Ruin of him- 
* ſelf, and occaſion the . of his three Kingdoms, by 
| 66 « ls 


- 
Lad 


2 = 


\ 


TOA CLERGYMAN. 

« his Obſlinacy.” Soon alter he came to the Throne 
he married a French Papilt, by a Diſpenſation from the 
Pope, and according to the Ceremonies of the Church 
of Rome. She was not only a Papiit, but, in a remark» 
able Manner, attached to all the Fopperies and molt ab- 
ſurd Practices of that Church. By the Articles of this 
Marriage, many Libertics were granted to the Papiſts: 
A Chapel was permitted to be built at S9mer/et-Houſe, 
where there was likeways eſtabliſhed a Convent of Ca- 
puchin-Friars, who, together with a great Number of 
Pric{ls and Jeſuits, walked the Streets in their Habits, 
in ſuch a Manner as had never been allowed fince the 
Reformation. The King wrote to the Pope with the 
Title of Moſt Holy Father. 

All the honeſt and wiſe Part of the Nation was great- 
ly alarmed at this Match, fearing it would again bring 
us back to the Slavery and Bondage of Rome. King 
Charles the Firſt was a ſtaunch Bigot, and conſequent- 
ly the Darling of the Clergy ; and,baving no great Reach 
of his own, was governed by his Prieſts, who have been 
always unfortunate when they meddle in Politicks. 
His whole Reign was one continued Series of Follies, 
or Infringements of rhe Rights of his Subjects. Ile liv- 
ed in the conſtant and open Violation of the ſundamen- 
tal Laws of the Realm, and conducted every thing to 
the Diſhonour and Reproach of the Egli Nation,----- 
But to deſcend to Particulars. 

He agreed with the Marquiſs D"Effat, the French 
Miniſter, for a Squadron of Men of War to join the 
French Fleet at Dieppe, which was fitting out againſt 
the Proteſtants at Rochelle ; thereby to deſtroy at once 
all the remaining Strength of the Reformed in that King- 
dom. The Command of this Squadron was given to 
Captain Pernington, whom he ſtrictly enjoincd, that, 
in caſe his Ships ſhould refuſe to join the French, in 

this vile Expedition, he ſhould ule all forcible Means 
A 2 to 
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to compell them, even to the ſinking them, if they 
continued obſtinate : That . was to deſtroy the English. 
his own People, if they would not deſtroy the French 
Proteſtants. 

This Conduct appears by far the more wicked and 
altoniſhing, as the King, a little before, had wrote two 
Letters, ſigned Charles Rex, to the Peers, Burghers, and 

Inhabitants of the City of Rochelle, engaging to aſſiſt 
them to the utmoſt. In the ſirſt Letter he ſays, My 
** Fleet ſhall periſh rather than you ſhall not be reliev- 
ed.“ In the ſecond, © Be aſſured I will never a- 
*« bandon you, and that I wil employ all the Force 
of my Kingdom for your Deliverance.” 

When the P-rliament came aſterwards to examine 
Peringion's Papers, they found a Letter from the King, 
hypned Charles Rex, „ Requiring him to diſpoſe of 
* thoſe Ships as he ſhould be directed by the French 
„ King, and to fink or fire ſuch as ſhould refuſe to 
«. obey theſe Orders.“ 

On this Procceding, General Iullow. has this plain 
Remark; « By this horrible Treachery the ſtrong Town 

of Rochelle, wherein the Sccurity of the Proteſtants 
of France chiefly conſiſted, was delivered up to the 
Papiſts; and thoſe of the Reformed Religion, in all 
Parts of the Kingdom, expoſed to the Rage of their 
„ cruel and bloody Enemies T. Again, King James 

was ſtrongly bent to render himſelf abſolute , yet 
he choſe rather to carry on that Deſign by Fiaud 
than Violence ; but King Charles, immediately after 
his Acceſſion to the Throne, pulled off the Mask, 
and openly diſcovered his Intention to make the 
« Crown abſolute and independant ; and the Queen, 

on her Part, preſſed him, on all Occaſions, to pur- 
ſuc the Deſign of enlarging his Power, and to mould 
the Church of Exgland to a nearer Compliance to 
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To A CLERGYMAN. 


« the See of Rome.” At the fame Time this Prince 


ſent a Declaration to the Lord-Keeper, for granting full 
Liberty and Toleration to all Papiſts, notwithſtanding 


. the extreme Rigour of the then Laws againſt them. 


Upon ſome of the Privy Council adviſing him againſt 
this illegal Step, he openly replied, « That it was his 
„Will thoſe Laws ſhould all ſtand diſcharged.” 

Thus, almolt in the firſt Month of his Reign, he 
ſet up a deſpotic Power againſt the Conſtitution. He 
granted a general Pardon to all Papiſts under Proſecuti- 
on, not only as Papiſts, but as Criminals. He relez!- 
ed twenty Prieſts from Goal. And it now evidently 
appeared, that he intended to rule and govern all by 
abſolute Will and Pleaſure. 

The Parliament began to be greatly alarmed by theſe 
M-afures, and proteſted in Form againſt them. They 
re monſtrated, 

1. His protecting a ſeditious, virulent and ignorant 
Piiet, Richard Nantague, in Oppolition to the Senſe 
ol the Parliament. 

2. The great Increaſe and Countenancing of Popery, 
by Ciſpenſing with all the Laws againſt it in an arbi- 
teac y Manner. 

3. The War againſt Spain, without a Declaration; 
and the ſending to deſtroy the Proteſtants of Rochelle. 

4- The total Miſemployment of three Subſidies, and 
three fiſteenths; with many other Enormities too tedi- 


- ous to relate. 


This Montague wrote a Book, entituled, Apello Ce- 
farem, wherein he advanced the following Poſitions : 
1. That the Church of Nome is, and ever was, 2 


true Church. 


2. That Images might be uſed to excite Devotion. 
3. That Saints have Patronage, Cuſtody, Protecti- 


on and Power, over certain Perſons aud Things, as the 


Angels have. 
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This Book gave great Offence unto all true Prote- 
ſtants. The Parliament condemned it, and ſummoned 
Montague to attend at their Bar, and voted his Book 
to be contrary to the Articles eſtabliſhed by Parliament, 
to tend to the King's Diſhonour, and the Diſturbance 
of the Church; and obliged him to enter into a Bond 
of 2000 / to appear again on the next Summons. 

However, notwithſtanding this Book was ſo pub- 
Iickly condemned by the Parliament, as well as by the 
general Voice and Suffrage of the Kingdom, yet at 
Court it met with Applauſe, and high Encomiurns ; 
and the Author was rewarded inſtantly with the Bi- 
ſhoprick of Chicheſter, and ſoon after was tranſlated to 
Nerwich : Whereby the King again openly declared 
his Encouragement of Popery ; and that whoever, in 

Contempt of the Parliament and Conſtitution of Eng- 
land, would aſſert a deſpotic Power in Church and State, 
might expect to be rewarded. 

Thus, in the Beginning of his Reign, he loſt the 
Hearts and Affections of a great Part of his SubjeQs. 
What contributed to increaſe the genera! Murmuring 

and Diſcontent, was his illegal and arbitrary Treat- 
ment of a great Number of leading Men of both Houſes 
of Parliament. Sir John Elliot, a famous Speaker in 
the Howe off Commons, was committed cloſe Priſoner 
to the Gatchonſe, with many others. The Pretence 
was for undutiful Speech. The Commons palled a 
Vote to vindicate all their Members at once; declar- 
Ing, that there had been no undutiſul Speech in that 
Houie, from the Beginning of the Parliament to that 
Pay. Sir Dudly Digus, another top Speaker in the 
Hye of Commons, was hurried away to the Tower, un- 
der the Pretence alſo of undutiful Speech, at a late pub- 
. lie Conference with the Lords. This Gentleman pro- 
teſted, with the utmoſt Solemnity, that he never ſpoke 
the Words he was charged with, and that no ſuch 
Words 
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To a CLERGYMAN. 
Words ever came into his Thoughts; and, what is 
more, (merely out of Regard to common Juſtice) thir- 


ty-ſix of the Lords, who ſtood cloſe by him at the 


Time of the ſaid Conference, entered into a voluntary 


. Proteſtation, ſubſcribing their Names to it, viz. That 


the ſaid Sir Dudly Diggs did not ſpeak thoſe Words, 
nor any Words that did or might trench on the King's 
Honour. Some of the Lords, who proteſted, were 


Farl of Mulgrave, | | Earl of Clare, 
Earl of Cleveland, Earl of Denbigh, 
Earl of Lincoln, 


Earl of Bulling brook, Earl of Eſex, 


Earl of Cambridge, Earl of Bridgewater, 
Earl of Devon, Earl of Montgomery, 
Earl of IWaorwick, Earl of Nottingham, 


Earl of Northampton, Earl of Herford +. 


Notwithſtanding this public Atteſtation of his Inno- 


cence by ſo many Peers, to the Tower he muſt go, 


right or wrong. Innocence in thoſe Days was no 
Security. | 

All this was done contrary to the Opinion of the 
Judges, who declared, That ſuch a violent Reſtraint, 
on ſo many Members, was a public Arreſt on the whole 


Body of Parliament. 


The King, by a Meſſage to the Earls of Briſtol and 
Arundel, ſorbad them to attend the Houſe of Lords, and 
ſoon after committed the latter to the Tower. This 
made a mighty Ferment. All the Peers began now ts 
look on their Perſons and Eſtates to be in great Dan- 
ger. They petitioned his Majeſty, in a ſubmiſſive 
Manner, humbly beſceching, “ That the Earl of 4 
« rundel, a Member of their Houſe, might be reſtored 
« to them again ; and that the ſame Regard might be 
| bad 
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had to the Rights and Privileges of the Peers, as had 
„ ever been 

The King gave a rough Anſwer, and would not diſ- 
charge him. This produced a long and well-penned 
Remonſtrance. The Lords exerted themſelves, on this 
Occaſion, with a becoming Spirit ; they petitioned the 
King again and again, five diflerent Times, and came 
to the following remarkable Reſolution, nemine contra- 
dicente, * That no Lord of Parliament, the Parliament 
6 ſitting, or within the uſual Time of the Privilege of 
& Parliament, is to be impriſoned or reſtrained, with- 
& gut Sentence or Order of the Houſe, unleſs it be for 
& Treaſon or Felony, or for refuſing to give Security 
& for the Peace; and that, una voce, this is the un- 
, doubted Kight of the Peers *.“ 

Things continued for a conſiderable Time in this 
Situation ; the King committing many of the Houſe of 
Commons, and daily breaking in upon thoſe Rights and 
Privileges of the Hase of Lordi, which for a long Time 
had been held facred and inviolable, till at laſt he 
grew tired with frequent Petitions and Remonſtrances 
of both Houſes, in Vindication of their juſt and legal 
Rights : Whercſore, the better to eſtablich his abſolute 
Power and Dominion over the Lives and Properties of 
his Subjects, he determined to have no Parliament at all, 
and ſent a Meſſage to the Houſe of Lords, ſignifying his 
Intention to diſſolve the Parliament, then ſitting, in- 
ſtantly. 

This alarmed both Houſes, more than any thing 
that had yet happened; and they were under terrible 
Apprchenſions of the Conſequences that might enſue 
ſuch a peremptory and ſudden Diſſolution, at ſo critical 
a Juncture. | 
The Lords, the ſame Morning, ſent a Petition to 
the King, affirming, « That they were really and truly 
, « his 
2 Ruſbworth, P. 365, | 


To A CLERGYMAN. "0 
« his moſt faithful and loyal Subjects; and that, as they 
« were alſo his Majeſty's hereditary Council of theKing- 
« dom, they were obliged, by the Duty they owed to 
« God, his Majeſty, and their Country, humbly to of- 
« fer their Advice, that the Parliament may be conti- 
« nued for ſome Time longer, whereby great and ap- 
« parent Dangers may be prevented, and his Majeſty 
„made happy in the Duty and Love of his People.“ 
This honeſt Memorial and Petition was delivered by 
the Lord Viſcount Mandeville, the Earl of Mancheſter, 
Lord Preſident of his Majeſty's Council, the Earl of 
Pembroke, the Earl of Carliſle, and the Earl of Fl- 
land. The King returned for Auſwer, © That he 
« would hear no Motion, but would diſſolve the Par- 
« jjament, and immediately cauſe a Commiſſion to pals 
« the Great Seal for that Purpoſe +,” | 

But the King would not ſtop here ;—for, the Day 
following, Warrants were directed from the Privy- 
Council, to apprehend ſeveral Members of Parliament, 


as Denzil Hollis Eſq; Sir Miles Hobert, Sir Peter Hay- 


man, John Selden, Eſq; Corrington, Ling, Stroud, Va- 


lentine, and ſome others, all leading Men in the /{cu/z 
of Commons. Moſt of them were apprenended, and 
committed cloſe Priſoners to the Tower, | 
Having in fo unprecedented a Way diſſolved this 
Parliament, and calling no other, during the twelve 
following Years, he, in that long Period, governed as 
arbitrarily as the Grand Signior, and in a Manner ſub- 
verlive of all the Laws and Conſtitution of this Realm. 


In the firſt ſeven Years of this Time he publiſhed no leſs 


than One hundred and forty- ſix Proclamations : The 
chief Deſign of which was toraile Money without Conſent 
or Authority of Parliament, under the Denomination 
of Conduct-Moncy, Tonnage, Poundage, Ship-Moncy, 
Oc. &c. | | 

Great 
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Great Numbers amongſt the Nobility and principal 
Gentry, who had hitherto adhered to the King, began 
daily to fall off, and to deſert the Court. Nothing 
was heard of but Grievances and Remonſtrances ; and 
Perſons of great Note began publickly to declare, that 


the Government was illegal and arbitrary, and that the 


Conſtitution was actually deſtroyed. Many avout the 
King had the Honel:y and Courage to point out to him 
the unavoidable Conſequences of thoſe wicked and vio- 
lent Meaſures. Sir Rz5ert Cotton repeatedly told him 
in Council, That, whatever Reaſons may be given for 


it, the Nation would not bear the levying Money Wich- 
out Conſent of Parliament; and that every Lax, not au- 


thoriſed thereby, was breaking 1 in upon the Conſtituti- 


on, and eſteemed by the People of England as an Ac 


of Tyranny, and impoſing of Servitude, ' 

This wie and prudent Advice did not ſuit the Tem- 
per of King Cha:/es. He bad nothing in his Head ar 
Heart but abſolute Rule and Government. 

I may here remaik, that the Miſchiefs, and Miſery of 
this Reign, muſt, iu ſome Meaſure, be imputed to chat 
haughty Eccleſiaſtic Archbiſhop Laud, and his Crea- 
tures. They diſſuaded the King from all moderate 
Meaſures; and pretended that, by their Authority and 
Influence, they would greatly promote his Deſign of 
plundering his Subjects, (which is certainly done when 
their Meney is taken by Force, without Law and Con- 
ſent of Parliament: ) And to do them Juſtice, they 
Jaboured it heartily. 


One Manwaring undertook to prove out of theScrip- 


ture, That Kings might impole Taxes without Con- 


« ſent of Parliament, and that the People were bound 
„ in Conſcience to obey their Will and Pleafure,” 
Lau ſent another paraſitical Prieſt (one Sibtherp) to 
preach an Aſſize-Ser mon at Northampton, wherein he 


aſſerted, that * The King 5 is not Soune © to obſerve the 


„* Laws 
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* Laws of the Realm concerning the Subjects Rights 
* and Liberties, and that his Royal Will, in impoſing 
« Taxcs without Conſent of Parliament, binds his Sub- 
* jects, on Pain of Damnation; and that thoſe, who 
* refuſe to pay the Loans, offend God, and become 
« guilty of Diſloyalty and Rebellion.“ This wretched 
Sycophant, inſtead of being puniſhed for this wicked 
and impious Doctrine, was rewarded with a Biſhoprick. 
All the Sermons now at Court. were to the fame Pur- 
poſe. — Ludlau tells us, This was the only Work 
4 of which the Clergy were judged capable; and there- 
« fore divers of them entered the Liſt as Champions of 
the Prerogative, aſſerting, that the Poſſeſſions and E- 
4: ſtates of the Subject did of Right belong to the King; 
and that he might diſpoſe of them at his Pleaſure: 
« Thereby annulling, as much as in them lay, all the 
” * Lows of England, that ſecure Property to the Peo- 
[> * 27 
But the King ſoon ſound, that the Clergy might contt- 
nue their Preaching to Eternity, without bringing any 
Money inte the Exchequer, and therpfore more violent 
Methods were taken. He began with impriloning a 
great Number of the firſt Rank and Quality, as well as 
many eminent Merchants and Traders in London, and 
.clſwhere for refuſing to pay thoſe illegal Taxes : 


Sir Thomas Grantham, | Sir Oliver Luke, 


Sir n Strangeways, Sir Thomas Wentworth, 


Sir William Armin, Sir William Conſtable, 
Sir William Wilmire, Sir 7ohn Pickering, 
Sir Robert Poyntz, Sir William Chancey, 


Sir William Maſſon, Sir Morris Berkley, 
Sir Eraſmus Drayton, | Sir John Wray, 

Sir Vath. Barnardiſtan, | Sir John Hotham, 
dir Beachan St. John, Sit Francis Barrington. 


I could 


2 Vol; I. P. 54 
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I could mention many other Knights, as well as Eſ- 
quires, Gentlemen, and a Multitude of the molt egai- 
nent Merchants and Traders of the City of London, 
who were committed -Priſoners to the Fleet, the Gate- 
Heonſe, the Marſhalſea, and the New-Priſon, many of 
them to the entire Ruin of themſelves and Families, for 
no other Reaſon, but their refuling the Loan, as it was ab- 
ſurdly called; For with what Propriety could it be ſo 
termed, when Penalties were inflicted on thoſe who 
would not pay it * ? 

Biſhop Burnet, ſpeaking of King Charles the Firſt, 
ſays, —— That, © by his illegal Adminiſtration, he had 
« brought himſelf into great Diſtreſs, but had not the 
« Dexterity to extricate himſelf out of it; and that he 
loved high and rough Methods, but had neither Skill 
« or Genius to conduct them; he hated all that offered 
« prudent and moderate Counſels ; and, in his outward 
« Deportment, never took any Pains to oblige any 
« one 4.“ A true Picture! 

Acherly, the famous Lawyer, tells us, The King's 
« Miniſters gave themſelves over to Licentiouſneſs and 
* wanton Acts of Power, thinking themſelves now freed 
« from Parliamentary Inquiſitions, and above the Reach 
« of ordinary Juſtice ; Proclamations ſupplied the De- 
« fets of Law; Tonnage and Poundage, and other Im- 
« poſitions, were collected by Order of Council; Free- 
dom of Speech was in a Manner extinguiſhed. Sir 
% 7ohn Elliot was condemned and fined 2000 J. Den. 
« zill Hollis too Merks, Valentine 500, (all leading 
« Men in the Houſe of Commons) and were impriſoned 
« till the ould pay the Fines : Which Impriſonment 
„as accompanied with ſome arbitrary Severities; for 
« theſe Gentlemen were denied not only Pen, Ink and 
Paper, but, in tlieir Sickneſſes, their Wives were deni- 

| 9 «ed 
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To a CLERGYMAN. 13 
* ed Admittance, in ſo much that Sir John Elliot, after 


many Years Impriſonment, ſunk and died under the 


« Oppreſſion. But thoſe Proſecutions and Condemna- 
tions, being a Wound to the two Eſtates of the Lords 
„and Commons, in their tendereſt Privilege, and hav- 
« ing raiſed great Diſcontents, were, in the Reign of 
« King Charles the Second, reverſed, and unanimouſly 
« declared illegal. In which Reverſal, thoſe Proſecu- 
« tions and Impriſonments, and the Power of the Mini- 
« ſters, by which the Privileges of Parliament, and all 
« the Commons of England, were trampled under Foot, 
appear to this Day, in Colours adminiſtring a Dete- 
— of ſuch Proceedings *.“ | 
Were it neceſſary, I could mention a hundred fla- 
t Inſtances more, to prove that the Government of 
King Charles the Firſt, for many Years, was illegat, 
arbitrary, and tyrannical, and that the Conſtitution was 
actually ſubverted and deſtroyed. 
The King began now to look upon himſelf as ſe- 
cure, and to imagine, that, by bis barbarous Uſage of ſo 
many Perſons of Rank and Quality, all others would 
be deterred from appearing openly for their Religion, 
Laws, and Liberties. . 
« The Prerogati ve, ſays Ludlau, was now wound uf 
to a great Height in England, and the Affairs of the 
„Church tending to a Conjunction with the See of 
.« Rome. But before any further Progreſs. was made, 
it was thought expedient, that the Pulſe of Scotland 
„ thould be felt. To this End, a Form of public 
* Prayer was ſent them, more ncarly approaching the 
* Roman Office than that uſed in England. 
« Nobility, Clergy, and Gentry, were diſcontented with 
« the Book itſelf, as well as the Manner of impoſing it. 
« The Clergy of England, who bad been the chief 
„ Adviſers and Promoters of this Violence; prevailed 
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„on the King to cauſe all the Scots to be declared Trai- 
tors; and they were not wanting to promote the new 
4 Levies againſt the Scots, contributing largely there- 
4 unto : Which was but reaſonable, it being maniſeſt 
to all, that the Clergy were the principal Authors and 
« Fomenters of thoſe Troubles “.“ 

This War with the Scots was look'd upon by the 
Nobility, Gentry, and Commonalty of England, as the 
moſt imprudent that could be. And, indeed, the King 
himſelf ſoon found it to be fo, the very Officers and Sol- 
diers of the Army treating it with Contempt and Ridi- 
cule, inſomuch that he was quickly obliged to come 
to an Agreement with the Scots, upon Terms nou ay 
to his Honour or Advantage. 

The moſt profitable Preferments in the Enplifh 
Church were now given to thoſe of the Clergy, 
< who were moſt forward to promote the new Cere- 
© monies and Superſtitions. An Oath was enjoin- 
cd with an c. Several Holy-days were introduced, 
« and required to be oblerved by the People, with all 
« poſſible Solemnity ; Patents and Monopolics of almoſt 
every thing were granted to private Men, to the 
great Damage of the Publick; Knighthood, Coat, 


4* and Conduct-Money, and many other illegal Methods 


« were revived, and put in Execution to rob the People, 


in order to ſupport the Proſuſion of the Court 4.“ 


Things went on for a conſiderable Time pretty fa- 


'vourably to the Court, By their Violence and Ty- 
ranny, they carried all before them, and ſeemed to bid 
Fair to obtain a complete Victory over all the Laws of 
the Kingdom, as well as over the Lives and Proper- 
tics of the Subjects. But freſh T'roubles began now to 


ariſe. The City of London grew more and more diſguſt- 


cd at the granting Monopolies and Patents, and at the 
unparliamentary railing, as well as the violent Methods 


daily 
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To a CLERGYMAN If 
daily practiſed in collecting ſeveral illegal Taxes ; in- 
ſomuch that a very great Number of Citizens, of Rank 
an Figure, at once reſuſod to pay ſeveral of the Loans; 
at the ſame Time declaring, they would pay no Taxesat 
all, without the Conſent and Authority of Parliament. 

This was a dreadful Shock to the Court, they gave it 
the Name of Rebellion, and determined toput an End to 
it at once. An Order was ifſucd to take away the Sgord 
from the Lord Mayor, and moſt of the chief Officers of 
the City were inſtantly impriſoned. Hereupon the 
People roſe, and beſet the Houi: of Laud, Archbiſhop 
ol Canterbury, who was ſuppoſed to put the King on 
thoſe violent Courſes; they demoliſhed his Grace's 
Windows, but he made his Eſcape for that Time by 
Water. Moſt of the Counties in Eugland began now 
to ſend up to the Privy-Council Petitions and Remon- 
ſtranc es, complaining of the illegal Taxes, and the 
violent Methods of collecting them, which gave Bird 
to many troubleſome and vexatious Law-Suits : And, 
notwithſtanding in thoſe Suits the Subjects frequently 
got the beiter of the Crown, yet it many Times ended 

in their Ruin. 

"The Court now found it neceſſary to tamper. with moſt 
of the great Lawyers. Some of the Judges and Law- 
yers took the Bait, and for the Sake of ſome temporary 
Preſerment became open and public Traitors to their 
Country, by declaring in Meſtnunſter-Hall, for Law, 
« Thar the King might impo'e Taxes vpon the People, 
and that he might impriſon and diſtrain in caſe of 
4 Re ſuſal.“. 

But to do Juſtice to the Lawyers, I muſt acknou- 
Jedge, that the far greater Part of them were, in rea- 
lity, Friends to the Conſtitution. . They diſcovered a 
true Enyliſh Spirit, and gladly embraced every Oppor- 
tunity to ſupport - the Rights and Libertics of the Sub- 
jedts ; to the great Mortification of the King and Laud. 

B 2 Thus 
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This firm Behaviour of the Lawyers put the Court 
on making another dreadful Attack on the Lives and 
Properties of the Subject. For, finding they could not 
corrupt the common Courts of Juſtice to that Degree 
they aimed at, they created or revived arbitrary Gourts, 
as the Star-Chamber and High-Commiſion Courts, where- 
in monſtrous Cruelties were daily committed, even on 
Perſons of high Rank, Quality, and Learning. 

The Practice of thoſe Courts was much a-kin to 
that of the Inquiſition in Spain and Portugal at this 
Day. Laud preſided in both of them. His Power 
and Influence were ſo great, that every thing done 
there waz eſteemed as his particular Act and Deed. 
The other Members were, as Biſhop Burnet obſerves, 
Little more than mere Machines, to move and act 
as this godly Prelate directed. And truly they 
judged right, in putting an Eccleſiaſtic at the Head of 
thoſe Courts ; as nothing was intended but Fines, Im- 


priſonments, cutting off Ears, ſlitting up Noſes, and 


other ſuch bloody Work: Witneſs the horrid Barda- 
rity practiſed on the learned Wilkam Prynne, Eſq; Dr. 
Leighton, Dr. Baſtick, Dr. Burton, and a Multitude of 
others, by thoſe inhumane arbitrary Judicatories. 
Prynne was an eminent Lawyer of Lincoln's-Inn ; a 
Gentleman of high Reputation for Learning and Piety ; 
he wrote a Book againſt the Obſcenity of the Stage, and 
the lewd Practices of the Actors, who were arrived to 
ſuch a Height as to give great Offence to all the ſober 
Part of the Nation. Laud pretended this was a Reflec- 
tion on the Queen, who was a mighty Favourer of the 
Women Actors, ſhe having herſelf alſo acted a Paſtoral 
at Somerſel-Houſe; ſo, without any Shadow of Law, 


Reaſon, or Juſtice, he proſecutes Prynne in his belov- 


ed Star-Ghamber, and pronounces this execrable 
Sentence upon him : To pay the King Five thouſand 
Pounds, to ſtand twice in the Pillory, to have both his 
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To a CLERGYMAN. ty 
Ears cut »ff, one at each Time; to be afterwards impri- 
foned during Life, without the Uſe of Pen, Ink, or Pa- 
per; and to be ſtipmatized on both Cheeks with S8. L. 
denoting thereby a Seditious Libeller. | 

At the ſame Time Laud proſecuted Dr. Baſtick and 
Burton; the former an eminent Phyſician, the latter a 
Divine. They were both condemned to pay Five thau- 
ſand Pounds to the King, to ſtand in the Pillory, to 
have both Ears cut off, and to be impriſoned during Life. 
All which was executed with the utmoſt Severity; and 
they, together with Mr. Prynne, were banithed to the 
remote Iſlands of Scilly, Guernſey, and Jerſey, where 
they were incarcerated ; neither their Wives, nor any 
of their Friends, being permitted to ſee them. 

John Lilbourn, a young Gentleman of conſiderable 
Family and Fortune, lived at this Time with Mr. 
Prynne ; and, having a great Regard for a Perſon of his 
extraordinary Abilities and Integrity, could not ſorbear 
writing ſomething in his Vindication. This ſoon came 
to Laud's Ears. The Prelate hereupgn immediately 
ordered him to be brought before him in the Court of 
Star-Chamber, where he fat in Triumph, and con- 
demned this unfortunate Youth to be whipt from the 
Fleet-Prifon to Weſtminſter-Hall; to receive Five 
huntrel Laſhes, with a treble Cord having Knots upon it ; 
an afterwards to ſtand in the Pillbry. He was whip- 
ped lo bloodily, that every Heart bled for him, yet he” 


bore it with a Courage that was amazing. While he 


was in the Pillory, in this moſt. deplorable Condition, 
he expreſſed ſome Indignation at the Injuſtice that was 
done him; this was immediately carried to Laud, wha 
ſent the Executioner an Order to gag him; which was 
inſtantly done. The Spectators were all ſtruck with 
Horror and Amazement. 

Three Years afterwards, a Gentleman of the Hou/e 
F Commons exclaimed with great Force and Eloquence 
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18 A LETTER 

againſt the diabolical Practices of this Court; and, tak- 
ing Notice of this Mr. Lilbourn's Suſſerings, concludes 
with the following Words : By Impriſonment he was 
* made a dead Trunk, by whipping a Rogue, by pillo- 
«*« rying a Cheat, by gagging a Beaſt ; they had better 
have hanged him outright.” Ruſtworth lays, « When 
once the Star began to ſwell big, and was delighted 
„with Blood, (which was not til] Laud's Time, who 


made it ſpring out of the Ears, Noſes, and Shoulders 


of the puniſhed,) and nothing would fatisfy ſome 
« Clergymen, but eropt Ears, lit Noſes, whipped 
Backs, gagged Mouths, and withal to be thrown into 


Dungeons, and ſome to be baniſhed from their native 


Countries to remote Iſlands, and by Order of this Court 
* to be ſeparated from their Wives and Children; then 
began the Eng/i/h Nation to lay to Heart the laviſh 
* Condition they were like to come into, if this Court 
continued.“ The learned Lawyer Acherley fays, 
« The Cruelty of thoſe corporal Puniſhments, which, 
«« were arbitrary, and impoſed for no Offence againſt 
« the Laws, bound down all the Gentlemen of England, 
under a ſervile Fear of the like Treatment.” The 

People of England had a gencral Abhorrence of theſe 
Acts of Tyranny, which one can neither write nor read 
of without trembling ! 


The Parliament, ſome Years afterwards, voted tlie 


Proſecution of thoſe four Gentlemen to be illegal and 
tyrannical, and obliged thoſe unrighteous Judges to 
make them Reparation. Aſter the Parliament had ur- 


dered them to be ſet at Liberty, they came to London, 


and were received with loud Acclamations ; they were 
met near the City by a hundred Coaches filled with 


Gentlemen of Rank and Figure. At the ſame Time, 


one of the Members of the City of London preſented to 
the Parliament a Petition, ſigned by more than Fiftcen 


thowand Hands, moltly Perſons of Note, complaining - 
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TO a CLERGYMAN. 19 
of the wicked and tyrannical Government of Lyud, and 
the other Prelates, who had treated ſome of the beſt 
Men in England, more like Slaves at Morocco, than like 
Chriſtians, Proteſtants, or Engliſh Men. 

I cannot dwell on this barbarous Scene ; ſo will give 


you but one Inſtance more of the horrid Cruelty of 


this moſt impious Court. The Reverend and learned 
Alexander Leighton, Doctor of Divinity in the two U- 
niverſities of St. Andrews and«&eyden, was arreſted by 


two Ruffians belonging to the Court of Star- Chamber, 
who dragged him with Force and Violence to Laud's 


Houſe, where they told him he was to be examined, 


Laud being then at home; but, inſtead of that, they 
carried him through a ſubterraneous Paſſage, to a Place- 
not opened ſince Queen Mary's bloody Reign; from 
whence, having fetter'd him there with heavy Bolts, 
they hurried him to Newgate, where, in the Entry, his- 


Wife was almoſt killed; he was there caſt into a naſty 


Dog-hole, full of Rats and Mice, with no Light but - 
from the uncovered Roof, with no Meat from Fue/day+ 
Night 'till Thur/day Noon. In this doleful Place and 


Plight they kept him fifteen Days, ſuffering none to 
come at him, not even his Wife, in all that Time. 
Four Days after his Commitment, Laud's Officers, or 
rather Ruffians, came to Dr. Leighton's Houſe in Black- 
fryars, under a Pretence of ſearching for Books. Here 


they laid violent Hands on his poor diſtreſſed Wiſe, - 
and uſed her with ſo much Inhumanity, as is a Shame - 
to expreſs. They rifled every one in the Houſe, and 
held a cock'd Piſtol to a Boy's Breaſt, not above five - 
Years old, threatening to kill him, if he would not dif- . 
cover where the Books were; at which the poor Child 
was ſo frightened, that he never recovered afterward. 
At laſt they carried off all the Doctor's Books, Houſe- 


hold Goods, Furniture and Wearing Apparel. During 
his Conſinement he almoſt pined away, and was fo ill, 


that, 
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that an Attorney and four Phyſicians certified his Caſe 
to be deſperate F. Yet, abſent and ſick, he was ſen- 
tenced to undergo the dreadful Puniſhment of which 
we have an Account, as follows in his own Petition to 
the Parliament: This horrid Sentence was to be in- 
« flited with Knife, Fire and Whip, at, and upon the 
« Pillory, with ten thouſand Pounds Fine; which ſome 
* of the Lords of the Court conceived could never be 
* inflited, only that it was impoſed on a dying Man, 
© to terrify others. But Laud and his Creatures cauſed 
the ſaid Sentence to be executed, on the 29th of N- 


© venber following, with a Witneſs. For the Hangman 


* was animated with Strong Drink all the Night before 
« in the Priſon, and with threatening Words, to do it 
**© cruelly. Your Petitioner's Hands being tied to a 
Stake, beſides all other Torments, he received thir- 
* ty-{::x Stripes with a treble Cord; after which, he 
*«-{tood almoſt two Hours in the Pillory, in Cold, Froſt 
* and Snow ; and then ſuffered the reſt, as cutting off 
« the Far, firing the Face, ſlitting up the Noſe.” Here 
the Clerk of the Houſe of Commons, when the Petition 
was reading, was ordered to ſtop ; and when he was 
going on again, he was ordered to ſtop a ſecond Time, 
till the Auditors recovered themſelves a little; for the 
Houſe was melted down with Tears, Tenderneſs and 
Compaſſion. The Petitioner proceeded : © He was 
made a Theatre of Miſery to Men and Angels; and 
being ſo broken with his Sufferings, that he was not 
„able to go, the Warden of the Fleet would not ſut- 
« fer him to be carried in a Coach, but hurried him 
«away by Water, to the further endangering of his 
« Life, And on that Day Seven-night, the Sores upon 


«-his Back, Ears, Noſe, and Face, not being cured, he 


&-was again whipped at the Pillory in Cheap/i Foy A 
there 


+ All this is taken From the Repreſentation of his Caſe, afur- 
Wards laid before the Parliament, 
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e there had the Remainder of the Sentence executed, 

4 « by cutting off the other Ear, ſlitting up the other Side 
1 « of the Noſe, and branding the other Cheek.” My 
> Hand trembles, my Heart bleeds, I can go no farther! 0 
. The Parliament, nemine contradicente, voted Dr. Leigh- I 
e ton ſix thouſand pounds, and made him Warden of that 1 
2 Priſon, where he ſo long lived in loathſome Conſine- 

& ment. 


bs ans 
* 


This helliſh Cruelty, which the Parliament could 
not bear the hearing of, without being moved with 
Tears and Compaſſion, does Biſhop Laud, in his Clo- 
ſet, write down at large in his Diary with Delight. 
Yet this is that very Biſhop, of whom that Zealot Arch- 
deacon Eachard ſays, No Man in the World was fo 
« fit to make a Chancellor of the Univerſity of Oxford, 
* confidering his Religion and Charity.” When this 
Sort of Men ſpeak of Religion and Charity, the Words 
muſt be taken in a Senſe direQly oppoſite to their Mean- | 4 
ing in the Neu Teſtament. 
Dr. Juxon, a haughty Eccleſiaſtic, of mean Abilities, | 
had been very aſſiſting to Laud in his wicked Doings, 
who, in return, got him advanced to the Biſhoprick of 
London ; and ſoon after prevailed on the weak and in- 
fatuated King, to make him Lord High Treaſurer of 
England, which gave great Diſguſt to all the Gentry 
and Nobility; or, as Clarendon expreſſes it, ſet them 
in a Flame. : 

When any one was brought into the Star-Chamber, 
they had always one general Charge brought againſt 
them, viz. That they were Enemies to the Church. 
Thus branded, without any Regard to Age, Rank or 
Quality, they were treated with the utmolt Rudeneſs. / 
Laud would make a Speech of half an Hour long, in 
Favour of the Divine Right of Archbiſhops, and Bi- 
ſhops, Deans, Chancellors, Arch-deacons, Mitres, Copes, 
Cc. Oc. which he would call the true Primitive Con- 

| ſtitution, 
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ſtitution, and would gencrally conclude with ſome filly 
and il]-natured ignorant Reflections on all the foreign 
Proteſtants, particularly the Churches of Anſterdam and 
Geneva. By ſuch. Miſrepreſentations he prevailed on 
the King to ſhut up the Dutch and Wallin Churches 
in London, contrary to the Law of God, and the Law 
of Nations, and againſt the Intereſt of ours in particu- 
lar, great Numbers of ſober induſtrioas Perſons being 
thereby driven out of the Kingdom. 

Laud's Speeches, what Influence ſoever they had on 

his own Tools and Inſtruments, had no other Effect on 
his Auditors in general, than to expoſe himſelf; for 
thereby he diſcovered his utter Ignorance of all Hiſto- 
ry, both Sacred and Profane. 
It is not my Intention to enter any farther into Con- 
troverly than Hiſtory is concerned: But I beg Leave 
to recommend the Reader to an admirable Treatiſe on 
this Head, which never was, nor ever will be fully 
anſwered by all the Bigots in the World; it is entitul - 
ed, An Enquiry into the Conſlitutions of the Primitive 
Church, by the late Lord Chancellor King. 

Things again, for ſome little Time, went on pretty 
calmly. The Court carried all before them. The 
Cruelty of the Star-Chamber (as Acherley expreſſes it) 
bound down all the Gentlemen in England under a 
Daviſh Fear. The King openly avowed a deſpotic ab- 
ſolute Government, by declaring, that he would be ac- 
countable for his Conduct to none but God. Nothing 
can be more fooliſh and ridiculous : Is not every Prince 
upon Earth accountable for his Adions to Reaſon and 
Juſtice ? Sure I am, a King of Eugland is in a particu- 
lar Manner accountable to the Laws and Conſtitutions 


ol the Realm. In one of his Speeches to the Parlia- 


ment, he has this very remarkable Expreſſion, © As 
« it is Blaſphemy to diſpute what God may do, fo it is 
6 Sedition in Subjects to diſpute what a King may do.“ 

In 
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In the Height of his Power (Burnet ſays) he was 
poſſeſſed of the Divine Right of Kings, that he could 


not bear, that even an elective and limited King ſhould 


be called in queſtion by his Subjects. 

The tyrannical Power exc1ciſed by the Crown began 
now to grow daily more and more grievous, inſomuch 
that a' Multitude of People began to take Refuge in our 
foreign Plantations, and Numbers of Families actually 
tranſported themſelves from different Parts of the King- 
dom. The Government at length took Umbrage at it, 


and publiſhed a Proclamation, to reſtrain his Majeſty's 


Subjects from tranſporting tFemſelves to the Plantations 
in America, without a Royal Licence. The Court at 
the ſame. Time was greatly alarmed, by an Informa- 
tion from the Cultom-houle, that eight large Ships were 
then in the River Thames, taking in Paſſengers for New 
England, which immediately produced the following 
Order of Council: That the Lord Treaſurer of Eng- 
„aud ſhould take a ſpeedy and effectual Care for the 
« ſtopping of eight large Ships now in the River Tamer, 
« bound to New England ; and ſhould likeways give 
Orders for the putting on Land all the Paſſengers and 
« Proviſions intended for the Voyage.” 

The Providence of God appears very conſpicuouſly 
in this Order of Council; for the famous Mr. Hump- 
den, Sir Matthew Poynton, Sir William Conſtable, Sir 
Arthur Haſleridge, with many others of the ſame Stam Ps 
and, above all; Oliver Cromwell, were actually embatk- 
ed, and would have failed the next Day, had they not 
been prevented by this Order. When Liberty is loft, 
let Slaves and Cowards ſtay. True Eugliſbinen could 
not bear the doleful Sight. Religion, Laws and Liber- 
ty, were then no more 

The Murmurings and Diſcontent of the People in- 


ereaſed daily. The King was at laſt prevailed on to 


call a Parliament, and accordingly a Parliament wis 
ſummoned 
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ſummoned to meet, on the 13th of April 1640, aſter 
twelve Years Intermiſſion. The Commons preſently be- 
gan to talk of redreſſing Grievances. Whereupon, to 
the Surpriſe and Concern of the whole Nation, the 
King ſuldenly diſſolved them, aſter a Seſſion of three 
Weeks : And, to make the Matter ſtill worſe, he at 
the ſame Time continued the Convocation by a ſpecial 
Warrant; who, in Complaiſance, paſſed a Canon, 
wherein the Divine Right of Kings, and unlimited Obe- 
dience to them, were moſt ſtrongly aſſerted. 

By this prepoſterous Conduct, the King ſoon found 
himſelf reduced to greater Straits and Difficulties than 
before. He was obliged to ſummon another Parliament, 
to mect on the 3d of November following. In this 
Parliament he may be truly faid to have reverſed his 
ſormer arbitrary Proceedings, (tho* without any ſuch 
Intention) by a more unaccountable Step than any 
he had yet taken, and to have degraded his Authority 
beneath every thing even his Adverſaries could have 
hoped for, I mean, by his paſſing a Bill, whereby he 
diveſted himſelf of the Power of diſſolving, or ſo much 
as proroguing them, without their own Conſent, Thus 
he ſubverted the Conſtitution of his Country, to his 
own Prejudice, as he had before violated it, in nume- 
rous Inſtances, to the Detriment of his Subjects. 

The Engliſb Conſtitution is originally free. We do 
not owe our Liberty, to the Conceſſions of our Kings, 
as ſome Eccleſiaſtical Writers have laboured to prove : 
No Sir; in England there has ever been a Conſtitution, 
that is, a Syſtem of Laws, Inſtitutions, and Cuſtoms, 
according to which the King is obliged to govern, and 
the Subject to obey, ' The King, in his Coronation- 
Oath, as much ſwears to the People, as the Peogle 
ſwear to the King. When the Prince acts in Confor- 
mity to the Laws, he ought not, he muſt not be reſiſt- 
ed, under any Pretence whatever; but if be violates 
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the fundamental Laws of the Realm, and actually ſub- 
verts the Conſtitution, he virtually unkings h'mſclf, 
and may then not only be reſiſted, but even depoſed 
by his injured People. Lineal Succeſſion, and Heredi- 
tary Right have no Foundation in Nature; and to ſay 
they are appointed by God, is ſo groundleſs and ridicu- 
lous a Poſition, as to merit no Reply. There is no 
Form of Government in the World of Divine Appoint- 
ment; every Nation and Kingdom under Heaven is 
left to ſettle that Form of Government which is moſt 
agreeable to their Genius, and moſt conducive to the 
ſole End of all Government, the Happineſs of the Com- 
munity. Even where kingly Government prevailed, 
Hereditary Right was ſirſt introduced by Communities, 
to prevent Striſe and Confuſion. In Englaud this Right 
is acknowledged, and ſtands firm at this Day, but ſub- 
je& to certain Reſtrictions; that is, there have ever 
exiſted in the community certain Law's founded on 
Reaſon, tending to the publick Tranquillity and Wel- 
fare ; theſe Laws are the Rule of the Governor's Ad- 


r ee as well as of the People's Obedience ; theſe 


Laws are the Conſtitution of the Realm, and whene- 
ver it happcns that a Prince endeavours to ſubvert that 
Conſlitution, and ſubſtitutes an Arbitrary Power in its 
Room, than it beco nes jult, reaſonable, and neceſſary, 
not only to reſiſt, but even to depoſe ſuch a Gover- 
nor. And if the Circumſtances of his Deſcendants are 
ſuch as will not comport with the Intereſt of the Nati- 
on, the Lineal Succeſſion may be al:cr2d, or the Crown 
transferred from one Branch of the Family to another, 


or to a new Family, when the ſupreme Law, the Safe- 
ty of the People, calls for it. By a Statute, as far back. 


as the thirteenth Year of QUEE i EL1Z4BETH, it was 
made High Treaſon for any one to affirm, That the reign- 
ing Prince, with the Authority of Parliament, is not 


* to limit and bind the Crown, and the Deſcent and 
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Inheritance thereof. This plainly ſhews the Legiſlature's 
Opinion of Hereditary Right in thoſe Days. 

The Deſign of this Letter, Sir, is to convince you, 
and all into whoſe Hands it may fall, that KIx CHARLES 
was the very Perſon who did deliberately and ſtrenuouſ- 
ly endeavour to ſubvert and deſtroy the Conſtitution of 
this Kingdom, and to ſubſtitute in its Room a wicked, 
lawleſs, and tyrannical Power over the Lives and Pro- 
perties of his Subjects; and conſequently, that the Op- 
poſition of his Subje &s, or the Attempts of the Peo- 
ple to depoſe him, cannot, with any Colour of Rea- 
fon or Juſtice, be called a Rebellion. No, Sir, it was 
a neceſſary Oppoſition, founded on the juſteſt Principles: 
it was an Oppoſition perfectly conſiſtent with our holy 
Religion, with the common Senſe of Mankind, as well 
as entirely agreeable to the particular Laws and Conſti- 
lution of this Realm. 

Government, I will allow, is a ſacred Thing, as you 
fo often repeated, and to reſiſt Government is certainly 
unlawful, and may be reckoned among the molt 
heinous Crimes ; but Tyranny is not Government. 
And as, in caſe there were no civil Polity, Men 
would not however be deſtitute of a natural Right 
to defend their Lives and Properties, but might 
perſonally reſiſt, or, if they found it neceſſary, deſtroy 
ſhe Invaders; fo, as the Nature of Things does nut 
allow of any eſtabliſhed Umpire to determine between a 
Prince and his People, the Community has a like na- 
tural Right of defending itſelf againſt an arbitrary or 
cruel Adminiſtration. Nor is the Exertion of this Right 
liable to ſo much Objection as is that of private Men; 
for the Matters in diſpute between thoſe are often of ſuch 
a Nature, as makes it very difficult to judge of the Ag- 
greſſor: The Offence is ſometimes ſecret, or immedi- 
ately affecting the Aggrieved; Self-love may magnify 
it beyond its due Meaſure, or prompt to revenge, when 

5 Prudence 
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Prudence, or good Nature, may diQtate otherways in 
vain : Moreover, in certain Caſes one may ſerve a pre- 
ſent Intereſt, by claiming Redreſs where no real Inju- 
ry has been offered. But a Conſtitution can be no Se- 
cret, nor can the Violations of it be concealed. Selſ- 
love can never jnfluence the Society to reſiſt legal Ga- 
vernment, for the Society can conſider that as no o- 
ther than its own Security and Support, and will be o- 
ver ready, for its own Sake, to maintain and defend it. 
In ſhort, as thoſe in Authority have greater Induce- 
ments to become Tyrants, than Subjects can have to 
reſiſt or revolt, fo, in, Fact, while it has been the almoſt 
conflant Aim of all Governments to make themſelves 
abſolute, and the Generality of Princes proceed by no 
other Rule than their own Caprice, with no other View 
but that of gratifying their Luſt of Power, Fame, or 
Pleaſure ; no People, on the other hand, as a Nation, 
ever revolted, till their Oppreſſion became intollerable ; 
nor have there been many (hardly any) leſſer Inſurrec- 


tions, or Rebell ions of a few, that have not been war- 


rantable in Point of Equity, though not of Prudence. 
Again, private Men in Society, however injured and 
abuſed, muſt not be their own Judges, but mult ſeek 
Relief from the equitable and impartial Laws of the 
Land. But KinG CHARLES had deprived them of that 
Reſource ; Laws and Appcals were no more ; he had 
a hundred Times broken his Coronation-Oath. In the 
very Nature of Government is implied publick Safety 
and Protection; KinG CnARLESs's Government was 
publick Deſtruction and Calamity : He had taken from 
his Subjects every” thing that was dear and valuable, 
their Peace, their Rights and Poſſoſſions, all which he 
had publickly ſworn, at his Coronation, to defend and 


maintain: Their Properties he had unrighteoully in- 


vaded, their Liberties infringed. All this he did, by 
Means the moſt arbitrary and tyrannical, by repeated 
- Acts 
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Acts of horrid Cruelty and Barbarity, even on the beſt 
and viſeſt of his Subjects. 

What was now left for the People to do? He was 
now no Prince of theirs, he had forſeited their Allegi- 
ance. Liberty and Laws were a Jeſt ; he treated their 
very Names with Contempt. Mr. Lecte ſays, That 
„in a State of Nature every Man has a Right to vin- 
« dicate himſelf; and when Society is diſſolved, the 
« ſame Right returns. Men can never be deprived of 
« publick Safety and private Defence.” 

The People of England had no Quarre} with KixG 
CHARLES, who had taken an Oath to rule and govern 
by the Laws and Conſtitution of the Realm; but when 
this King, by a Conduct of many Years, had diſcover- 
ed, in Spite of Oaths and Laws, that he would rule by 
Violence, and abide by no Law, he was degenerated 
into a Tyrant, and became a different Perſon, then it 
became neceſſary for the People to repell Force by Force. 
They ſaw nothing but Chains and Fetters on one Side, 
and Arms on the other, and they wiſely flew ta their 
Arme, which is what the People of England have ever 
done, and ever will do, in ſuch direfui Circumſtances. 
King CHaRLEs had no more Right to what the Law 
did not give him, than the Grand Turk had ; and there- 
fore they did not oppoſe an Engliſh Governor, but an 
Invader and a Tyrant : For, as Mr. Locke juſtly ob- 
ſerves, «© Whereſoe ver Law ends, Tyranny begins.” 
Had KING CHaRLEs conquered iis Subjects, what would 
he have gained but the deteſtable Glory of a triumphant 
Oppreſſor, and the horrid Satisfaction of fecing this 
Kingdom reduced to Poverty and Servitude! Do but 
look into the Kingdoms of France and Spain, naturally 
the fineſt in Europe, and ſee the mighty Difference be- 
tween their Inhabitants and ours ! And, pray, what 
makes that Difference? Nothing but their ſubmitting 
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TO A CLERGYMAN. 29 
to have all their Laws reduced into one ſhort one, that 
of Royal Will and Pleaſure. 

Would Princes live and- die in Peace and Securityr 
let them rule by the fixed and preſcribed Laws of thei 
reſpe tive Countries, and not graſp at more than is 
ven to them. If Princes will never encroach, AM. 
will never rebel. How much more deſirable, how 
much more ſaſe and eaſy is the Condition of a Prince, 
who lives and rules by Law over a free People, by 
their own Conſent ? The Laws are. their mutual De- 
fence and Guard. Sir Milliam Temple, in his admirable 
Eſſay of Government, fays, The Safety or Firmneſs of 
* any Frame of Government depends on the Breadth of 
c its Bottom; the broader the Bottom, the leſs liable to be 
&* ſhaken or overthrown.” The Ground upon which all 
Government in England now does or ever will ſtand, is 
the Conſent, the Intereſt, and the Affection of the People; 
therefore a Monarchy, where a Prince governs by the 
Affections, and according to the Opinions of the People, 
makes of all others the ſafeſt and firmeſt Government. 
It is a and contemptible Ambition in a Prince, 
that of ſwelling his Prerogative, and perpetually catch- 
ing at Advantages over his Subjects; it diſcovers 2 
mean Spirit. A Prince of a generous Turn of Mind 
will not look on his Subjects as his Property, and as 
Slaves; but conſiders them under the amiable and en- 
dearing Title of his Children, and himſelf as their Fa- 
ther and Protector, and will ever chearfully conſent, 
they ſhall hold their Lives, Liberties, and Eſtates, by 
certain fixed and preſcribed Laws, and not by the mere 
Will and Pleaſure of any ſingle Man. The univerſal 
Experience of all Ages, Kingdoms, and Nations, di- 
rects, that no mere Man ought ever to be intruſted 
with abſolute Power and Dominion. Power of itlelf, 
without a proper Check and Controul, naturally makes 
Men wanton, cruel, and reſtleſs ; it intoxicates the 
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Mind: In ſhort, it has ſomething in its very Nature 
too great for the human Soul to bear; it is fit for none 
but God, who is infinitely wiſe, juſt, and benevolent. 

I apprehend the Facts already recited are abundant- 
ly ſufficient to prove, that KinG CHARLEs did actu- 
ally ſubvert and deſtroy the Conſtitution : However, 
to put this grand Point out of a Poſſibility of being ever 
more diſputed, I will mention two or three more. 

He publiſhed a Book of SrorTs, requiring it to be 
read in all Churches, thereby to promote and encourage 
2 horrid Profanation of tho Sabbath a 
But before I enter upon the Particulars of this Act, 
and the wicked Deſign of the Court by it, I would fay 
a Word or two relating to the Ends of the original In- 
ſtitution of the Sabbath; from whence it will appear 
to be ſtill obligatory upon all Chriſtians. 

The Belief of a God is the Foundation of all Religi- 
on. It is neceſſary we ſhould know whom we are to 
worſhip, and in what Manner. It is likewiſe neceſſary, 
that ſome Portion of Time be allotted for the inſtruct- 
ing of Mankind in the Knowledge of their Duty : Hence 
there is, and ever will remain an eternal Reaſon of the 
fourth Commandment having a Place among the un- 
alterable Precepts of the Moral Law. Indeed, the pre. 
ſerving ſerious Religion would be almoſt impoſſible with- 
out ſuch an Inſtitution. On the other hand, the ſet- 
ting apart ſome periodical Seaſons for the more public 
and ſolemn Worſhip of God, when Mankind may be 
inſtructed in all thoſe Duties that are required of them, 
in order to their preſent and eternal Happineſs, has a 
Tendency to exalt the Soul, to purify the Heart, to 
qualify us for the Purpoſes of this Life, as well as of a 
better; in a Word, to promote our temporal, as well 
as our eternal Felicia y. The Sabbath was inſtituted, that 
Men might continually commemorate the Works of Cre- 
ation, might offer up their grateful Acknowledgments 
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To a CLERGYMAN 31 
to God, for all his Mercies and Goodneſs vouchſaſed to- 
wards them, and might openly declare themſelves the 
Worſhippers of the one true God, the Author and. Lord of 
the Univerſe, in Oppoſition to the Infidelity of Atheilts, 
and the impure and ridiculous Rites of idolatrous Nati- 
ons. The Worſhip paid to God in Heaven is thus re- 
preſented in Scripture ; the whole Multitude of the hea- 
venly Hoſt fell down before him that fat on the Throne, 
ſaying, Worthy art thou, O Lord, to receive Glory and 
Honour, and Power, for thou haſt created all Thinps, 
ang for thy Pleaſure they are, and were created. This 
is the Employment of Saints and Angels in the eternal 
Sabbath in Heaven; and the original Foundation of 
the Inſtitution of a Sabbath on Earth was the Celebration 


. of the Praiſes of God. And that this ſolemn and pub- 


lic Worſhip ſhould be performed in an acceptable Man- 
ner, it is requiſite, it ſhould be done when the Mind is 
molt calm and ſerene, abſtracted from the Noiſe and 
Hurry of the buſy World : Therefore it was, that, when 
God at firlt ſanctiſied the ſeventh Day, or appointed it 
for a Day of Worſhip, he prohibited all Manner of 
Work thereon ; Gen. ii. 1, 2, 3. Exod. xx. 8, Cc. 
But the Buſineſs of the Sabbath is not confined to pub- 
lic Worſhip alone, there are various other Duties to be 
performed thereon ; it is then a proper Time for read- 
ing the Scriptures, and endeavouring to underſtand 
their true Meaning ; for thoſe that are Maſters of Fa- 
milies to he aſſiſting an | inſtructing their Children and 
Servants in the Knowledge and Practice of their Duty: 
In ſhort, it is to be ſpent in whatever tends to the Ho- 
nour of God, and the true Intereſt and Advancement 
of Religion, Virtue, and Sobriety in the World. Be- 
ſides, it ought to be conſidered, that the Circumſtances - 
of a great Part of Mankind, particularly thoſe in the 
lower Claſs of Life, are of ſuch a Nature, tha. they, 
have no other Time for improving themſelves in the 
PG Knowledge 
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Knowledge of God, and in the Practice of true Religi- 
on and Virtue. 

I am ſenſible that this is a Digreſſion from my main 
Delign ; but really, Sir, I could not enter upon the 
Recital of a Story, whereby it will appear how the Sab- 
bath was by the expreſs Command of KinG CyarLEs 
the Firſt, and the wicked Compliance of a corrupt and 
worldly-minded Clergy, prophaned throughout this 
Kingdom, in a moſt notorious Manner, without faying 
ſomething of the Morality of its Inſtitution, and the un- 
ſpeakable Advantages ariſing to Societies, as well as 
private Perſons, by a religious Obſervation thereof; and 
conſequently of the Obligation incumbent on all Men to 
ſanctify it. To proceed then; 

The Court being now determined to be re ſtrained by 
no Laws, either human or divine, and wanting to render 
the common and lower Claſs of People more ignorant 
and prophane, that they might ſucceed the more caſily 
in their favourite Deſign of moulding our Church to a 
ncarer Compliance with that of Rome, (as Ludlow ex- 
preſſes it) they publiſhed a Book of Sports and Paſtimes 
to be practiſed on Sundays; and all Miniſters, who re- 
fuſed to read this impious Book were impriſoned and 
fuſpended. Beſides this, they publiſhed a particular De- 
claration encouraging Dancing, Leaping, Vaulting, 
Shooting, May-games, Whitſunnals, Maurice-dances, 
May-poles, all on Sabbath Days. © It is fad to re- 
* count, ſays Dr. Fuller, what Grief and Diſtraction 
was occaſioned by this Declaration in the Hearts of all 
« honeſt Men. For this Sabbath-breaking gave great 
* Offence to the People in general, and was a vaſt In- 
&« creaſe to the Puriten Party, who cried out againſt it 
« az a national Sin,” Some Time after was publiſhed 
a ſecond Book of Sports, with many Enlargements, 
commanding Wreſtling, and Cudgel-playing, &c.. &c. 
on Sundays. The good, the pious, the. molt religious 
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K1NG CHARLES was ſo intent on this ſecond Publica- 
tion, that, to haſten it, he wrote the following Order or 
Warrant to Laud : 


CHARLES Rex. 

CANTERBURY, See that Our Declaration concerning 
Recreations on the Lord's Day, after Evening-Service, 
be printed. 


This was afterwards produced by Laud in his De- 
ſence. 
Dr. Fuller again obſerves, © Many moderate Men 
were of Opinion, that this Abuſe of the Lerd's Day 
was a principal Procurer of God's Anger, afterward: poured 
out on this Land, in a long and dreadful Civil War.” 
Soon after this ſecond Publication of the Book of 
Sports, Lord Chief Juſtice Richardſon, went the Weſtern 
Circuit; and, at the Aſſizes in Somer/etſhire, the 
Gentlemen in that County complained to his Lordſhip, 
that an Inundation of Wickedneſs, Prophaneneſs and 
Impiety, had lately ſeized the common People ; that 
it was wholly occaſioned by the Sunday's Revels; and 
that the Enormity was ſo great, that in many Pariſhes, 
on Sunday Evenings,nothing was to be ſeen but Drunken- 
neſs, Lewdneſs, and Riot, which frequently ended in 
fighting and Bloodſhed, with ſuch other Scenes of Wicked- 
neſs and Debauchery, as is a Shame to expreſs. Yea, 
they go further, and ſay, © That many Perſons had 
* becn indicted for murdering Baſtards begotten at 
« thoſe Revels, and for other grand Diſorders commit- 
« ted at thoſe intemperate Meetings.“ | 
The Lord Chief juſtice Richardſan (thinking proba- 
bly that the People were now become more vicious than 
their Governors intended they ſhould be) made an Or- 
der hereupon, to reſtrain, in ſome Meaſure, this horrid 
Abuſe of the Soi Upon hearing this News, Lau! 
ran 
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ran immediately to the King, and complained, that 
Judge & icharſon, in his Circuit, had endeavourcd to 
hinder the Prophanation of the Sabbath. Richardſon, 
on his Return was immediately ſummoned to appear 
before the Council; where his Majeſty, in Perſon, com- 
manded him to reverſe the Order at the next Aſſize, as 
he would anſwer the contrary at his Peril. Lord Chief 
Juſtice Richard/3n, returning from his nextIVeſtern Cir- 
cuit, was again ſinmoned before the K ix and Coun- 
cil, for not revoking his Order about Sunday's Revels ; 
where he was ſo repiimanded by the Archbiſhop, that, 
when he came from the Board, the Earl of Dor/et meets 
ing him with Tears in his Eyes, and asking how he did, 
the Judge replied ; Very ill, my Lord, for J am like to 
be choaked with Lawn Sleeves, 

This Affair began to be much talk'd of. Land, to 
Juſtify himſelf and the K, ſhewed about at Court a 
Letter, wrote to him by Dr. Pier/e, the then Biſhop of 
Bath and Wells, figned by ſeventy able Clergymen, in 
Favour of Sunday's Revels ; ſignifying, that they were 
in themſelves innocent and laudable, (than which no- 
thing could be more untrue) and that they were grate» 
ful to the Clergy; (which very probably was true) 
But they were ſo wicked as to go further, and ſay, they 
were alſo acceptable to the Gentry of that County, 
which was abſolutely falſe. A Copy of this famous 
Letter was ſent into Samerſetſbire, at which all the 
Gentry were greatly enraged ; or, to uſe Ruſhworth's 
own Words, ** were highly offended,” and immediate» 
ly ſent up a Petition, praying, that the Order of Lord 
Chief Jultice Richardſon might be continued. This 
Addreſs was ſigned by John Lord Pawlet, Sir William 
Portman, Sir John Starell, Sir Francis Popham, Sir 
Ralph Hopton, Sir Edward Raduey, Sir Francis Dod- 
dington, Sir John Horner, Edward Pawlet, Eſq; George 
Speeke, Elq; John Windham, Elq; &c. &c. Gc. 
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TO A CLERGYMAN. 

What will the Reader now think of Archbiſhop Lau, 
of Biſhop Pier/e, and his ſeventy able Clergymen ? I 
ſhall forbear to make any Reflections of my own on ſuch 
a Behaviour of Men aſſuming the ſacred Character; 
but give me Lcave to recite the plain, the honeſt Re- 
mark of the great Mr. Locke, relating to their Conduct 
on a like important Occaſion : Speaking of the Act of 
Uniformity, and the wonderful Compliance of the Cler- 
gy with it, he ſays, ** So great was the Zeal in carrying 
on this Church Affair, and fo blind was the Obedi- 
* ence required, that, if we compute the Time allotted 
for the Clergy to ſubſcribe the Book of Common Prayer, 
we ſhall plainly find it could not be printed and di- 
ſtributed, fo as one Man in Forty could have ſeen 
* and read the Book they did fo perſectly aſſent and 
« conſent to. The Clergy readily complied with it; 
% for they are a ſort of Men taught rather to obey than 
« underitand, and to uſe what Learning they have to 
« jultify, and not to examine, what their Superiors 
„command.“ It is reported, that the late Sir Joſeph 
Jehll concluded his Speech in favour of the Mortmain 
Ad, with the following Words: “It hath ever been a 
great Unhappineſs, that the Clergy of our Eſtabliſhed 
Church have been no better acquainted with the Re- 
* ligion, Laws, Government, and true Hiſtory of their 
Country.“ 

I could produce a Cloud of Witneſſes, to vouch in 
this Manner, for the Honeſty, Prudence and Piety 
of the Clergy in paſt Times, or, in other Words, to 
ſhew, what goodly Tools of lawleſs Power they have 
been, and how thoroughly qualified they are for ſuch 
an Office. But the Teſtimonies of two ſuch eminent 
Perſons, as the foregoing, are equivalent to thoſe of a 
Multitude : Mr. Locke, moſt illuſtrious for Learning 
and Virtue ; Sir 7o/eph, a Man of Wiſdom, Piety, in- 


flexible Integrity, and impartial Juſtice. | 
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Much about this Time Laud had alſo a Quarrel with 

Mr. Deane, Lord Mayor of London, for his ſhutting up 

Ale-houſes and Brandy-ſhops on the Sabbath. 

I am now come to the Period of this wicked Eccleſt- 
aſtic's Carreer ; for, in the Year 1644, he was brought 
to the Bar of the Houſe of Commons, and, after a fair 
and equitable Trial for his Life, the Hou/e came to the 
following Reſolution, (with but one diſſenting Voice) 
Viz. * That he had traiterouſly endeavoured to ſubvert 
« the Religion, Laws, Rights and Liberties of this 
„Kingdom; that he had uſurped an arbitrary and ty- 
© rannical Power; and that {or the ſame he ſhould ſuf 
« fer Death, as in Caſes of High Treaſon, To be drawn, 
* honged and quartered.” They afterwards ſent him 
up to the Lords, who voted him guilty of the Treaſon, 
without one diſſenting Voice. The Manner of his 
Death was changed from what the Sentence denounced, 
as it uſually is in the Caſe of Perſons of Quality ; and 
he was beheaded on Tower-hil/, the 10th of * 
1644-5. 

This is but a ſmall Part of what I might have faid of 
the violent and impious Proceedings of this Archbiſhop. 
What can one then think of ſuch Hiſtorians as Claren- 
don and Eachard, who ate ſo laviſh in the Praiſes of 
this great Criminal ? 

I now come to that horrid and moſt lamentable Scene, 
The MASSACRE of the PROTESTANTS in Jreland, in 
1641. The Papiſts firſt roſe in the Province of Mun- 
fer. A particular Account of their Barbarities would 
be too long, and too ſhocking. Cutting of Throats, 
Hanging and Drowning, were the mildeſt Treatment 
the Proteſtants met with. Many had their Eyes pluck- 
ed out, and were then burnt, or buried alive. Mo- 
thers were hanged on the Gallows, with their Children 
about their Necks. There was no Regard to Women 
* with Child, ner to Infants. One Protellant Lady 
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TO A CLERGYMAN, 
was delivered while in the Hands of the Tormentor, 
who flung the new-born Infant to be eaten by a Hog. 
Theſe infernal Monſters carried their Inhumanity ſo 
far, as to oblige Fathers and Mothers to murder their 
own Children, Husbands their Wives, and Wives their 
Husbands. There was ſuch an Exceſs of Popiſh Cru- 

elty, that my Nature ſhrinks and recoils ; I can repeat 
no more of it. It was allowed on all hands, that more 
than One hundred and fifty thouſand Perſons were 
butchered and murdered in this inhumane Manner. 

I am ſenfible, 1 tread here on ſlippery Ground, fo 
ſhall make uſe of the Words of others as much. as pol. 
ſible. General Ludlow, Vol. I. p. 17. writes, The 
« KiNG was in Scotland, when the News of this 1ri/þ 
« Rebellion was brought to him; and, as I have heard . 
« from Perſons of undoubted Credit, it was not diſ- 
« pleaſing to him.” Shocking ! ſhocking beyand Ex- 
preſſion is it, to be told, (if true) that this dreadful - 
and bloody Maſſacre ſhould not be diſpleaſing to the 
KiNG, when one can ſcarce read it without trembling, 
even at the Diſtance of more than a hundred Years. . 


Pray, dear Sir, don't be angry with my military Hiſto- 


rin: Give me Leave to tell you, he was a Gentle. 
man of Quality, Learning, Experience and Conduct; 
he commanded Armies, fought Battles, and governed 
the Kingdom of Ireland. He was an Univerſity Scho- 
lar, a Man of Senſe, and ever eſteemed to have an in- 
flexible Regard to Truth and Juſtice. He was a Man 
of better Family and Fortune than Clarendon, and was 
Knight of the Shire for the County of Wilts, when the 
ofher was only a Member for WWotton Baſſet, a ſmall 
Borough in the fame County. *Tis true indeed, Lud. 
lew was forced into Exile, and driven, as it were, from 
Phace to Place to avoid Aſſaſſination, or falling into the 
Hands of an apoſtate Party, while the other was ad- 
vanced to Office, Eſtate and T itle a but it muſt be 


laid, 


38 A LETTER 


laid, to bis real Honour, that he never betrayed the 
Conſtitution, or deſerted the Intereſt of his Country. 

The News of this dreadful Maſſacre alarmed all the 
People in England to a great Degree, they were even 
at their Wits End; and the more fo, becauſe thoſe 
bloody Papiſis confidently affirmed, they were abetted 
by the Kinc, and had a Commiſſion under the Great 
Seal for what they had done. Ludlow tells us, * * A 
great Number of Proteſtunts flying from the bloody 
« Hands of the Jriſþ Rebels, arrived in England, filling 
all Places with ſad Complaints of their Cruelties to 
« the Proteſtants of that Kingdom; whereupon the 
Parliament carneſtly preſſed the KM to proclaim 
« them Rebels, by a Proclamation, but could not ob- 
* tain it till aſter many Weeks; and then but forty of 
« theſe Proclamations were printed, and not above half 
of them publiſhed.” 

The Back wardnefs of the KN, to declare the Irie 
Papiſls to be Rebels and Traitors, by a Proclamation 
under the Great Scal, made a mighty Noiſe in the Houſe 
of Commons ; and it was there obſerved by many, that 
thoſe concerned in the late Tumult in Scotland, about 
a Prayer-book, were forthwith declared Rebels in every 
Pariſh-church in the Kingdom of England. 

The Proclamation publiſhed in Ireland, by Sir Phe- 
iim Oneal, at the Head of thoſe bloody Traitors, began 
with the following Words; “ BE IT xxown to all Our 
Friends and Countrymen, that the Ks molt Ex- 
1 cellent Majeſty, for many great and urgent Cauſes 
him thercunto moving, and repoſing Confidence in 
our Fidelity, has ſignified to us by Commiſſion un- 
* der the Great Scal of Scotland, bearing Date the firſt 
of this inſtant October.“ —-Then follows the Commiil- 
ſion itſelf, „To ARREST and SEIZE the Goods, Eſtates, 
and Perſons of all the Engliſh Proteſtants.” 

As 
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As the Rebels pretended the King's Authority and 


- Commiſſion, in ſo publick and open a Manner, it gave 


great Offence to the Parliament, that they were not de- 
clared Rebels and Traitors by a Proclamation. At laſt, 
to ſatisfy them, it was promiſed, that on the firlt of Ja- 
nuary a Proclamation ſhould be publiſhed, declaring the 
Iriſh Papiſts in Anus to be Rebels and Traitors. Bat 
before this Time came, Sir Elward Nichzlas, on: of 
the Secretaries of State, ſent a ſpecial Warrant to the 
Printers, directing, that only forty Copies ſhould be 
printed, and thoſe not publiſhed till his Majeſty's far- 
ther Pleaſure was ſignified. This gave a jult Founda- 
tion for all the Jealouſics and Suſpicions that were altcr- 
wards entertained on that Affair. Dr. Calamy, in hi; 
Life of Baxter, P. 43. ſays, The Iriſh declared, they 
„had the Kinc's Commiſſion for what they did; and 
many even at that Time, weighing all Circumſtan- 
« ces, believed as much ; while others repreſented it 
4 as an unjuſt and ſcandalous Aſperſion on his Majeſty. 
But, as Providence ordered it, a certain memorable 
« Particularity helped to ſet this Matter in a juſt Light. 
* The Marquis of Antrim, who was a noted Man a- 
4 mongſt the 1riſh Rebels, having had his Eſtate ſe- 
« queſtred, thought fit, upon the Reſtoration of Ki 
* CHARLEs the Second, to ſue for the Reſtitution of it. 
« The Duke of Ormond and the Council judged againſt 
him, as being one of the Rebels; whereupon he 
„brought his Cauſe over to the Kinc, and affirmed, 
that what he did was by his Father's Conſent and 
„Authority; and the King referred it to ſome worthy 
« Members of the Privy Council, to examine what he 
had to ſhew : And upon Examination they reported, 
« That they found he had the King's Conſent, or Letter 
« of Inſtruction, for what he did, which amazed * 4 
« Hereupon KiNG CHARLES wrote a Letter to the Duke 
* of Ormond, and the Council, to reſtore his Eftates ; 
| D 2 « becauls 
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« -becanſe it appeared to thoſe appointed to examine it, 
« that what he did was by his Father's Order and Con- 
„ ſent. The Lord Mazarine, and others in Jreland, 
„not ſully ſatisfied with this, thought fit fo far to pro- 
« ſecute the Matter, as that the Marquis of Antrim 
« was forced to produce in the Houſe of Commons a Let- 
« ter of KING CHARLES the Firſt, by which he gave 
« him an Order for the taking up Arms ; which being 
« read in the Houſe, produced a Tong Silence. The 
whole Account of it, with a great many ſurpriſing 
« Particulars, was publiſhed in a Pamphlet, entituled, 
© Murder will out.” Thus far Calamy. 

Let us now ſee what Biſhop Burnet ſays of this bloody 
Buſineſs, Hiſtory of his own Times, P. 58, &c. «1 
** will relate ſome Particulars concerning the Earl of 
« Antrim; J had in my Hand ſeveral of his Letters to 
. * the Km, writ in a very confident Stile. Upon the 

«+ Reſtoration, in the Year 1660, Lord Antrim was 
thought guilty of ſo much Bloodſhed, that it was 
taken for granted, he could not be included in the 
« Ad of Indemnity that was to paſs in /re/and. Upon 
* which he came over to London, and was lodged 
at Somer/et-houſe. He petitioned the KinG to order 
« a Committee of Council to examine the Warrants he 
had acted by. As it ſeemed but juſt to ſee what he 
1 had to ſay for himſelf, ſo a Committee was named, 
of which the Earl of Northumberland was Chief. He 
i produced to them ſome of the King's Letters; but 
they did not come up to a full Proof. In one of 
them the King wrote, he had not then Leiſure ; but 
* referred himſelf to the Queen's Letter, and ſaid, That 
« was all one as if he wrote himſelf. Upon this Foun- 
„dation Antrim produced a Series of Letters, written 
„by himſelf to the Queen, in which he gave her an 
* Account of every one of thoſe Particulars that were 


hid to his Charge, and ſhewed the Grounds he went 
66 on, 
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« on, and deſired her Directions; to every one of theſe 
« he had Anſwers, ordering him to do as he did. S0 
« a Report was prepared, to be ſigned by the Commit- 
Pro- tee, ſetting forth, That he had fully juſtified himſelf 


trim in every thing that had been objected to him, an 
Let- that he ought not to be excepted out of the Indemni- 
pave . « ty, This was brought firſt to the Earl of Northun- 
11g < berland, to be ſigned by him; but he refuſed it, and 
The * ſaid, he was forry Antrim had produced ſuch War- 
{ing < rants, but he did not think they could ſerve his Turn; 
uled, for he did not believe any Warrant from a King, or 
Queen, could juſtify ſo much Bloodſhed, in fo many 
ody black Inſtances as were laid againſt him. Upon his 
*I © Refuſal, the reſt of the Committee did not think fit to 
Jof ſign the Report; fo it was let fall, and the King was 
's to « prevailed on to write to the Duke of Ormond, telling 
the « him, That Antrim had fo vindicated himſelf, that he 
Ws 4 muſt endeavour to get him included in the 1nlemnity. 
Was „That was done, and was no {mall Reproach to the 
the « King.” 

Neither Burnet nor Calamy takes Notice of the Date 
ged of this famous Letter of King Charles the Second to the 
der Duke of Ormond, but it was dated at IWhitehall, the 
he roth of January 1663. 
he Upon my Word, Sir, this bears hard upon thy $Te- 
ed, mory of your holy Martyr. Had 1 Tims, I could pro- 
He duce a Variety of other Inſtances to convince you, that 
but you are guilty of a moſt notorious Miſtal;e, when you 
of fo repeatedly affirmed, He ſuffered Martyrdom for the 
but Proteſtant Religion. I do not believe, indeed, Kis 
hat CnaRLeEs the Firſt gave the Di Papiſts aCommillion 
in- to cut Throats, to rip up Women with Child in cold 
ten Blood, and other ſach horrid Cruelties; bat from @ 
2 | ſtrict and impartial Inquiry into the belt Hiltories of 
cre thoſe Days, there is really too much Ground to believe, 
nt he did countenance and give a Commiſlion to the Pa- 
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Piſis to take up Arms againſt the Proteſtunts ; and if a 
horrid and bloody Maſſacre was the Conſequence of this 
Commiſſion, was not the King then at leaſt acceſſory to 
it ? And in the Buſineſs of Murder, I apprehend, our 
common Law, as well as common Senſe, knows no 
Difference between the Acceſſory and the Principal, but 

deems them both equal in Guilt and Puniſhment. 
During the King's Stay in Scotland, he endeavoured 
to prevail on that People to invade England, but with- 
out Effet. On his Return to England he was obſerved 
to grow daily more violent and tyrannical. He coun- 
tenanced a Company of looſe diſſolute Fellows, Fre- 
quenters of Ale-houſes, Taverns and Gaming-houſes, 
and kept a Table for them in his own Palace at WWhite- 
hall ; and at the Head of this rude Mob, all armed, he 
entered the Houſe of Commons, fat down in the Speak- 
.er*s Chair, and demanded the Delivery of five of the 
moſt eminent Members, Pym, Hampden, Hollis, Stroud, 
and Haſſeridge; Names that I cannot mention without 
a peculiar Reverence : Their Memorics will be always 
dear to every honeſt Briton, for that noble Stand, that 
brave Defence they made in Favour of the Religion, 
Laus and Liberties of their Country. Ludlow fays, 
P. 21. The King encouraged a great Number of looſe 
* and debauched Fellows abaut the Town, to repair to 
* //jiteball, where a conſtant Table was provided for 
their Entertainment. And again, p. 24. The King 
vent in Perſon to the Houſe of Commons, attended not 
* only with his ordinary Guards of Penſioners, but alſo 
*+ with thoſe Deſperadoes, which for ſame Time he had 
« entertained at I/þitehall, to the Number of three or 
* four Hundred, armed with Partizans, Swords and 
« Piſtols. The King, not finding any of the five Mem- 
bers there, left the Houſe ; many Members cried out, 
* Privilege, Privilege, and were pleaſed to call it an 
onragious Ac * all the Peoples Rights and Pri- 
vileges; 
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* vileges; and, aſter a ſhort Debate, they unanimoully 
« voted, That the King's entering their Houſe, was in 
« g warlike Manner; and therefore they, in great Fear, 
** Trouble and Conf uſion, adjourned to the C Guildhall, 
« in the City, for their better Security. The fame 


Evening the King went into the City; but his Coach 


« was attended by Multitudes, crying out, Privilege of 
% Parliament. This happened on the 4th of January 
* 1641; and from this Day we mult date the Begin- 
* ning of the Civil War. The King doubled his 
2 Gund at Whitehall, collected a great Quantity of 
« Fire-arms and Gun-powder, ſent ſeveral Perſons into 
the Country to raiſe Officers and Soldiers, and diſ- 


* patched his Papiſt Queen to Holland, who carried 


„with her privately the Crown Jewels of England, 
„ which ſhe pawned to Mr. Webſter, a noted Banker 
of Amſterdam, for a great Sum, and laid it out in 
« Arms, to enable his Majeſty to make War againſt 
« his own Subjects.“ 

So by all Accounts, and in all 8 the King him- 
ſelf was the Beginner of this dreadful Civil War. 

The Pretenſion of both Parties being ſubmitted to 
the Deciſion of the Sword, the only Diſpute now was, 
Whether the People of England ſhould again recover 
their Laws and Liberties, or be governed by the abſo- 
lute Will and Caprice of a ſingle Perſon ? Whithech, 
ſpeaking of the Parliament Forces, ſays; * Moſt of 
them were Freehvolders, and Frecholders Sons, who, 
upon Matter of Conſcience, engaged in the Quarrel ; 


* and then being armed within by the Satisfaction of 


their own Conſciencies, and without with good Iron 


„Arms, they would, as one Man, ſtand firmly, and 


« charge deſperately.” Ludlow ſays, Things being 


brought to this Extremity, the Nation was driven 


2 to N of arming in Deſence of the Laws, g. 
* penly 
Vol. I. P. 47, 42. 
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« penly and frequently violated by the KM ., who 
* now reſolved to do that by Force of Arms, which he 
* could not do by the Strength of Argument. I thought 
„it my Duty, as an Eng liſhman, to enter into the Ser- 
« vice of my Country, in the Army commanded by 
* the Earl of Eſſex, under the Authority of the Parlia- 
* ment.” A true Engliſh Spirit! O how far different 
this from Fear and Eachard ) 

At laſt, after a dreadful Civil War of many Years, 
Religion, Laws, and Liberty prevailed, as they ever 
will do in England, ſooner or later. The KiNq, by 
the Fate of War, was taken, and afterwards made a 
Priſoner at Newport, in the Je of Wight. Here he 
entered into a Treaty with the Parliament, Comm iſſi- 

oners being appointed for that Purpoſe by both Parties. 


The - King, entirely deſpairing doing any thing 


more by Force, made a great many Conceſſions : 
Viz. 

(1.) To indemnify the Parliament for all that had 
been done by them during the late War, which the 
King acknowledged they were neceſſitated to do in their 
juſt and lawful Defence. 

(2.) He agreed that Archbiſhops ſhould be abo- 
liſhed, and that the Biſhops who remained, proviſion- 
ally, ſhould not exerciſe Authority, juriſdiction, or 
Ordination, but with the Advice and Aſſiſtance of their 
Presbyters ; that the Presbyterian Government ſhould 
be eſtabliſhed for three Years, at the End of which the 


Aſſembly of Divines, his Majeſty naming but twenty , 


more, ſhould determine the Form of Church-Govern- 
ment for the future and that the Common-Prayer ſhould 
be taken away out of all Churches and Chapels. 

I mention theſe Particulars, to ſhew the Ignorance 
and Preſumption of thoſe who annually affirm the K 
was Martyr for the Churrh. 


During 
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During this Treaty the Parliament received Letters 
from Colonel Jones in Ireland, giving an Account of 
the Arrival of the Marquis of Ormond in that Kingdom, 
with a Commiſſion to conclude a Peace with the Rebels, 
at the very Time when the King was treating with the 
Parliament to carry on the War againſt them. Jones 
alſo intercepted a Letter of Ormond's to the Chief of the 
Iriſh Maſſacrers ; it was ſigned Ox Mop, and directed, 
To Our Loving Friend Sir Richard Blake, Chairman of 
the Aſſembly of the Confederate Catholicks at Kilkenny. 
Lilly, ſpeaking of the Veracity of Kino CHARLEs the 
Firſt, ſays of him; „He had ſo much of Self-End, in 
« all he did, it was a moſt difficult thing to hold him 
« cloſe to his Word or Promiſe, ſo that ſome foreign 
« Princes beſtowed on him the Character of a molt falſe 
* Prince, and one that never kept his Word, except 
« for his own Advantage.” Again, Though in Time 
of Parliament he often promiſed to redreſs Grievan- 
ces, yet the beſt Friend he hath cannot produce any 
one Act of Good he ever did his Subjects, in the Va- 
« cancy of Parliament.” Does this agree with the 
« King's ſtri& Juſtice, Piety, and Devotion, that Ca- 
rendon ſpeaks of? This Diſcovery put an End to the 


Treaty at once. 


The Kinc's Death was a Thing now reſolved on 
by thoſe in the Army who had Power to put it in Ex- 


ecution. And they, to oblige the Commons to concur 


in the Deſign, placed a Guard at the Door of the Par- 
liament-houſe, to prevent any of thoſe Members 
going in, from whom they apprehended any Oppoſiti- 
on. The Number of the excluded was about one hun- 
dred and forty, only ſome of theſe were voluntary Se- 
ceders, in Diſguſt for the Force put upon their Breth- 
ren. The ſecluded Members immediately publiſned a 
ſolemn Declaration, ſignifying, That all the Votes and 
Ordinances of Parliament, fince their Excluſion, and 


during 
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during the Continuance of the Army's Influence upon 
the Houſe, were null and void, and noways obligatory. 
The fitting Members, on the other hand, voted thts 
Declaration to be ſcandalous and ſeditious. | 

Cromwell, and a few more of the Army, had now tlie 
Majority in Parliament, and Court was made to them 
accordingly. They abuſed that Power they found they 
had, both in the Army and the /:u/e of Commins, to 
excute the baſe Deſign they had tormed againlt the 
Kinc's Life. I have no Reſerves; I love a fair and 
open Repreſentation of Things. I can fee Wickednels, 
Tyranny, and a flagrant Breach of 'Truſt on both Sides. 
I will readily grant, that the KixG had hard and eruc! 
Ulaye, that he was murdered, that he was deſtroyed 
by a Faction! The Conllitution was now again trampl- 
ed upon, the Laws were violated, Tyranny, and a 
wicked Military Force uſurped their Room ! But ſtill, 
let us trace this lamentable State of Things to its firſt 
Cauſc : It began from the Court and Clergy ; it was 
the Monarch who created a Diſguſt to Monarchy ; lt 
was the Inſolence of Churchmen that made the Church 
odious. You deteſt the Murder of the KixG, fo do T 
altogether as much; but I likeways deteſt the Murder 
of the Conſtitution, in which he and his wicked Goutt- 
ſellors were Principab, and which, for many Years, 
they had been effecting. You mentioned the Murder 
of the King, and the Abolition of the Monarchy, as 
the moſt wonderful Events that ever the World pro- 
duced ; but Sir, give me Seas to tell you, that there 
was nothing wonderful or ſurpriſing therein : Any one 
that had been at all acquainted with the Hiſtory of King- 
doms or States, might eaſily have forſeen them. Crom- 
well, [reton, and ſome others of the Army, bad, by 
invincible Courage, ſubdued all the Enemies of the Con- 
ſtitution, and this they performed by Troops, not only 
hardy and brave, but the molt ſober alſo, and belt dil. 


ciplined 
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cipliaed, that this or any other Nation had ever ſeen. 
What Wonder is it, if the Leaders of ſuch as theſe, if 
they had any Inclination to ſubvert the Laws of their 
Country, to ſet up for themſelves, and erect a new Ty- 
ranny in their own Perſons, in the Place of that from 
which they had juſt delivered her! I fay, what Won- 
der is it, if a Set of Men thus qualified, accompliſh their 
Purpoſes ? It was the beſt of the Roman Troops that 
were the Inſtruments of Cz/ar's Uſurpation. Soldiers 
are inured to implicit Obedience ; whatever their Offi- 
cers command they ſeldom fſcruple ; it is their Proſeſſi- 
on to diſpute by Force and the Sword. Cromwell, Ire- 
ton, and a few more of the Army, having ſucceeded in 
that bold and impious Attempt, of ſecluding by Force 
one hundred and forty Members, or purging the Houſe, 
28 it was termed, found themſelves, by accur ſed Expe- 
rience, able to overbalance and controul the Civil Au- 
thority. They bolt no Time, they exerted their Strength, 
deſtroyed the King, and ſeized the Sovereign Power at 
once. Men naturally defire Dominion and Riches, and 
it is ridiculous to preſume they will not endeavour to 
attain them, when they have Opportunity and Power. 
could mention many Parts of Europe that have been 
enſlaved by their own Troops. This has been, and. 
ever will be the Caſe of all Countries that ſubſiſt by 
ſtanding Armies. When thoſe have conquered the E- 
nemies of their Country, they will ſubdue their Coun- 
try for themſelves. Inſtances of this are too nume- 
rous, to allow onrs to be wondered at. | 
You was all along groſsly miſtaken, in preſuming 
the Death of the King to be a National Act. It was 
merely the Act of the Army. Treten was the Perſon 
who drove on the King's Trial and Death. Cromwell 
was a long Time in Suſpence about it. Jreton, (ſays 
« Byrnet) had the Principles and Temper of a Cafſius 
in him he ſtuck at nothing that could have turned 
England 
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England to a Commonwealth; and he found aut Col 
& and Bradſhaw, two bold Lawyers, as proper Inſtru- 
ments for managing it.” 

You likewiſe ſadly confounded the Proceedings of 
the Long Parliament, condemning the firſt Oppoſition 
with as much Severity, as the very Act of cutting off 
the King's Head. 

I could ſay a good deal in Vindication of the long 
Parliament, from their firſt Seſſion to the laſt Moment 
of their Exiſtence ; which was when the Army by 
Force ſecluded above One hundred and forty Members, 
as aforeſaid. They were aſter that no Parliament, nor 
could they in any Shape be deemed the Repreſentative 
Body of the Nation. No, certainly, they were then 
under the Terror, Awe, and Influence of a wicked Mi- 
litary Power, which would admit of no Check or Con- 
troul. I chuſe here to make uſe of the Words of o- 
thers. Wellwod, in his Memoirs, ſays, ** No Age e- 
« yer produced greater Men than thoſe who fat in that 
« Parliament. They had ſufficient Abilities and Incli- 
nations to render the King and their Country happy. 
« They ſet down a Scene of Grievances, under which 
the Nation had long groined ; the many Cruelties 
« and illegal Practices of the Star-Chamber and High- 
« Commiſſion Courts were now laid open, and it was in- 
« ſiſted on, that thoſe two arbitrary Tribunals ſhould 
« be thrown down.” 

The Intentions of this Parliament were certainly juſt 
and noble, and tended to the equal Advantage of King 
and People. But the King urged on his own Ruin, 
Step by Step, and at laſt came to an open Rupture with 
the Parliament, which made the Gap too wide to be a- 
gain cloſed. I am ſenſible, Clarendon and Eachard e- 
very where treat this Parliament as a Parcel of Rebels 
and Scoundrels, and repreſent their Proceedings in a baſe 


and injurious Manner. But I have a greater Authority 
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than that of any private Man, to ſupport and vindicatę 
their Proceedings : That very Convention that brought 
in KING CaxaRLEs the Second, tho'ready to run mad with 
Loyalty, would not ſuffer any Reflection on the Condu$ 
of thoſe illuſtrious Patriots, except only in the Article 
of beheading the King. Mr. William Lenthal, who had 
been Speaker of the Long Parliament, and was a Mem- 
ber of the Reſtoring one, happened to drop this Ex- 
preſſion in the Debate about the general Pardon, . He 
„ who firſt drew his Sword againſt the late King, com- 
* mitted as great an Offence, as he who cut off his 
« Head.“ For which Expreſſion the Houſe of Commons 
ordered him to be ſeized inſtantly by their _— 
and directed Sir Harbottle Grimſlone, their Speaker, to 
reprimand him in the following Manner : 

« Sir, the Houſe hath taken great Offence at ſome 
„Words you have let fall in this Debate, which, in their 
judgment, contain as high a Reflection on the Juſtice 
« and Procecdings of the Lords and Commons of the late 
Parliament, in their Actings before 1648, as could be 
* expreſſed. They apprehend there is much Poiſon in 
« the ſaid Words, and that they were ſpoken out of a 
 « Deſign to inflame, and to render thoſe who drew the 
« Sword to bring Delinquents to Puniſhment, and to 
0 aflert their juſt Liberties, equally culpable with thoſe 
« who cut off the King's Head.” 

Do not Clarendon and Eachard ſtand ananGrerably 


cbademned, in the moſt ſolemn Manner, by this Decla- 


ration of the Houſe of Commons, pronounced by their 


Speaker? After which all future Critics on them would 
be ſuperfluous. 


I now come to that Part of your Sermon, 8 


according to the uſual Cuſtom, you laid the Trial and 
Death of the King at the Door of the Presbyterians. 
Moſt true it is, on the contrary, that, of all our different 
Parties, none had ben da Courage to appear 


openly 


| 
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openly for the King but the Presbyterians. They ex- 
ericd theruſelves in public and private, and omitied no 
one thing that was poſſible to be done, to prevent the 
exccrable Fact of putting his Majeſty to Death. No 
ſooner was he taken, ani! confined as a Priſoncr, but 
Mr. Calamy, Mr. Mariſball, Mr. 4/, Mr. Whitaker, 
Mr. Sedwick, and many other Presbyterian Miniſters, 
waited on the Lord General Fairfax, teſliſying their 
Diſlike of making the King a Priſoner. A few Days 
after, above forty of the Presbyterian Miniſters joincd 
in a Letter to the General, and Officers in the Army, 
freely declaring againſt their ſeizing and inipriſoning 
the Perſon of the King. This was about the latter 
End of Decemver, 1648. About the Middle of 7a- 
nary, it began to appear, that the Death of the King 
as a Matter fixed and determined by the Army. On 
the 18th of January, there was another Meeting of more 
than ſixty of the principal Presbyterian Miniſters in and 
about London, wherein it was inſtantly agreed, that, in 
Behalf of themſclves and their reſpective Congregations, 
they ſhould by ſome public Act declare, before God, 
Angels, and Men, their Abhorrence of the ſeizing and 
impriſoning the Perſon of the King, and their Deteſta- 
tion of putting him to Death; which they apprehended 
would be the Iſſue of the Trial then depending. In 
Conſequence of this Reſolution, the following Repre- 
ſentation was immediately printed and publiſhed, in the 
Form of a Letter, directed to the Gencral, and Council 
of War : 

« That they appeared at firſt for the Parliament, on 
« the Propoſitions and Orders of the Lords and Com- 
mont, June 10th, 1642, for bringing in of Mone 
* and Plate, wherein they were aſſured it ſhould be no 
«+ otherways employed than to maintain the Proteſtant 


* FReligim, the King's Authority, his Perſon in his 


Royal Dignity, the free Courſe of Juſtice, the Laws of 
| | * the 


To a CLERGYMA N. L 
« the Land, the Peace of the Ringdom, and the Privi- 
lege of Parliament, againſt any Force that ſhow! op- 
„pole them. That they were wholly unſatisficd witly 
* the Proccedings ſince the Excluſion and Impriſon- 


ment of the Members of the Houſe , Commons, and 


held themſelves bound in Duty to God, and Re- 
“ ligion, the King, the Parliament, and Kingdom, to 
« profels before God, Angels, and Men, that they ve- 
« rily believed the taking away the Life of the King, 
* inthe Way of Trial then depen Jing, was not only not 
«* agreeable to the Word of God, the Principles of the 
* Proteſtant Religion, (never yet ſtained with the leaſt 
„Prop of the Blood of a King) or the ſundamental 
*« Conſtitution of the Kingdom, but contrary to them 
as alſo to the Nath of Allegiance, the Proteſtatian of the 
« 5thMay, 1641, and the Senn League and Covenant; 
* From all which, or any of which Engagements, they 
* knew not any Power on Earth able to abſolve them, 
* or others. They warned and exhorted, in the Name 

* of the Great God, all that belong to their Charge and 
* Miniſtry, to keep cloſe to the Ways of God, the 
* Rules of Religion, the fundamental Conſtitution and 
« Government of the Kingdom; not ſuffering them- 
« ſelves to be ſeduced from it, by being drawn to ſub- 
* ſcribe the late Models or Agreement of the People, 
„ which directly tended to ſubvert the fundamental 


„Government; and to mourn bitterly for the Sins of 


all Degrees of Men, and beg of God, that he would 

* reſtrain the Violence of Men, that they might not dare 

© ro draw upon themſelves and the Kingdom the 
« Blood of their Sovereign.” This waz ſubſcribed by 
Cornelius Burgeſs, D. D. William Gauge, D. D. Ed- 
mand Stanton, D. D. Thomas T, emple, D. D. George 
IWalker, Edmond Calamy, B. D. Jeremy Whitaker, Daniel 
Cawdrey, William S fur ſlau, D. D. Lazarus Seaman, D. D. 
Simeon Alb, Thamas Cale, Nichalas Porolſet, Thomas 
E 2 Tharougaad, 


„ 
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Thorowgood, Edward Corbet, Henry Roborongh, Joh 
Downham, Arthur Jackſon, James Nalton, Thomas 
Gawton, Charles Offipring, Samuel Clark, Joſeph Wall, 
Francis Nobert, Matthew Haviland, Sanittel Bolton, 
John Sheffield, William Harriſon, William Fenkyn, Fohn 
Viner, Elidad Blackwell, Fohn Craſſe, ohn Fuller, Mil- 
liam Taylor, Peter Witham, Francis Pack, Chriſtopher 
Love, John Wallis, D. D. Thomas Waiſ5n, William 
Wickins, Thomas Manton, D. D. Thomas Gauge, IWil- 
liam Blackmore, Robert Mercer, Ralph Robinſon, John 
Wells, Jacob Tice, Paul Ruſſell, FohnGlaſcock, Benjamin 
TVeedler, John Stileman, Fothua Kirby, Thomas Whately, 
Nathaniel Stamforth, Foſias Bull, Arthur Berham, 
Fonatian Lleyd, Stephen Watkins, John Devereux *. 
Some of the Subſcribers delivered it to the General and 
Council of War; which, as Calamy obſerves, was run- 
ning a great Hazard, as Things then ſtood ; and may 
be juſlly reckoned as an Evidence of the great Integrity 
and Honeſty of the Perſons who ſubſcribed it. Yea, 
the Day the King was beheaded, Mr. Ca/amy, and 
ſome others, applied to General Fairfax, and perfuaded 
him to reſcue the King ; but he was full of Repret and 
Uneaſineſs, and ſaw that he had been tricked and over- 
powered by his Under-officers ; ſo that, ſoon after, he 
laid down his Commiſſion, and never had to do 


with the Army more; whereby Cromwell became Head 


of all. 

What Sort of Mortals muſt thoſe Vicars, Curates, 
Doctors, and Dignitaries be, that paſs Sentence of Dam- 
nation, every 3oth of January, on thoſe Miniſters and 
their Brethren, for killing this very King, whom, with 
ſo much Boldneſs, Truth and Courage, they laboured 
to ſave? Strange and ſurprizing Inſatuation, egregious 
Tgnorance and Baſeneſs, which no Age or Hiſtory can 


parallel ! 


f And 
calamy's Liſe of Baxter, Vol: I. p: G1, 


TO ACLENOGYMAN '$3 


And here, Sir, you did not only ſeem to expatiate on 
the Faults of the Dead, with a bitter and malicious Plea- 
' ſure; but was pleaſed to caſt many ſevere and indecent 
Reflections on the preſent Generation of Presbyterians : 
And did call on them aloud, to repent and mourn in 
# Sackcloth and Aſhes ;. to weep and faſt, with the ut- 
-** moſt Contrition and Self-abaſement, that ſo they 
might not bear the abominable Iniquities of their Fore- 
* fathers ; but, by their extraordinary Humiliation and 
Sorrow, might avert the juſt Indignation and Wrath of 
'« Almighty God.” x 
Conſidering all this, I was quite aſtoniſhed at what 
you advanced on this Head. In Truth, it was not on- 
ly contrary to Reaſon and Juſtice, but directly oppoſite 
to all divine Revelation. It is from thence inconteſt- 
ibly plain, that every Man ſhall ſtand upon his own 
Bottom, ſhall be condemned or acquitted hereafter a- 
:greeable to his own Conduct and Behaviour; or, as 
the New Teſtament expreſſes it, ſhall be judged accord- 
-ing to the Actions done in the Body, whether they be 
good or evil. It is nowhere ſaid, that any ſhall be 
judged according to the Actions done or perfotmed by 
their Great-Grandfathers, fixty or ſeventy Years before 
they were born. No, the very Suſpicion of it carries 
an injurious Reflection on the Juſtice and Goodneſs of 
the Deity. And it can never entcr into my Head to 
conceive, that I can be properly puniſhable for the Sins 
of my Parents. Of my own Sins I ought to repent, 
and be filled with Shame and Indignation at the Remem- 
brance of them ; and I am certainly liable to Puniſh- 
ment in Proportion to the Degree of my Guilt : But 
-of my Grandfather's or Great-Grandfather's Sins I can 
-no more repent, than I can of the Sins of my Grand- 
children yet unborn. . It is impoſſible for me to pre- 
vent what ſhall be done aſter I am dead, ſo it was * 


— — 
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impoſſible for me to help what was acted before I 
was born. 

You alſo hinted at the political Principles of the 
preſent Diſſexters. I take the Liberty to ſay, they ate 
not aſhamed of them. They are the ſame now as in 
the Days of their Forefathers. Upon their Principles 


the late Glorious Revolution was founded. Their Prin- 
ciples have been confirmed by many and repeated Advts 


of Parliament, and have often had the Suffrage and 


Sanction of the moſt auguſt Aſſemblies upon Earth. 


Upon their Principles, Sir, ſtands' the Parliamentary 


Succeſſion of the Crown of theſe Realms, in the preſent 
Keigning Family; and God Almighty grant it may there 


ever ſtand, Yea, I could tell you a Time when the 


- Clergy themſelves were glad to borrow their Princi- 


ples. 
3 I cannot finiſh my Remarks on your Sermon, with- 
out taking Notice of what you was pleaſcd to advance 
in the Cloſe of it, relating to the Title K 18G CHARLi2 
had to the Crown of England, which you called an ab- 
ſolute, indefeaſible, hereditary Right, and confequently 
not liable to Cavil or Diſpute, by Party or Faction. 
This is what I think thould never be ſaid in Pulpit, as 

it ſeems to imply a Diſtruſt of the Validity of the Par- 


liamentary Eſtabliſhment. 


I told you, in the Beginning of my Remarks, that, as 
far back as the thirteenth Year of Queen Elizabeth, it 
was made High Treaſon for any one to affirm, that the 
"reigning Prince, with the Authority of Parliament, is 
not able to limit or bind the Crown. I doubt not but 
you imbibed this Principle of hereditary Right at Ox- 
ford, forty Years ago; and having never ſuffered your- 
ſelf impartially to examine its Foundation, it is become 
to you as a demonſtrated Truth. But the preſent Age 
is given to Reaſoning; they do not ſo ynplicitly ſubmit 
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to Abſurdities, tho' they have the Sanction of a Convo- 
cational Decree. OP 

| You was pleaſed to dreſs up the Principles of the 
Presbyterians in a frightful Shape ; but let me tell you, 
'Sir, in my Turn, that the Principles of your Party 
have been burnt, not by a rude and lawieſs Rabble, but 
by the common Hangman, in broad Day-light, before 
the Royal Exchange in London, and by Authority of Par- 
liament. Perhaps you never have heard of this con- 
temptuous Treatment of the Oxſerd Principles, and 
therefore I will give it you from the parliamentury Ro- 
cords: Anno Dom. 1710, the Houſe oP Lerds taking 
into Conſideration the Judgment and Decree of the 
< Univetlity: !of--@xford, paſſed in their Convocation 
* t Fuly\1683 : It was reſolved by the Lords Spiri- 
* tual-and Temporal in Parliament aſſembled, that the 
„ ſaid Zulgment ani Decree contains in it ſeveral Po- 
* ſitivns, contrary to the Conſtitution of this Kingdom, 
„and ileſtructive to the Proteſtant Succeſſion, at by Law 
* eſtabliſbe-l1 And it was thereupon ordered, by the 
* Lords Spirituak nad Temporal in Parliament aſſem- 
* bled, that the faid! Zudgment and Decree ſhall be 
* burnt by the Hands of the commbn Hangman, before 
* the Royal Exchange in Loi lon, between the Hours of 
Twelve: and One, on Monday the 17th inſtant of 
* Marth, in the Preſence of the Lord Mayor of the 
„City of London, and the two Sheriffs of Landon and 
« Mid:lleſex.” n | 
In this Decree were ſtrongly aſſerted the Doctrine of 
Paſſive Obedience, the abſolute, indefeaſible, and he- 
reditary Right of Succeſſion to the Crown; and Revo- 
Jation Principles were called damnable. Biſhop Burnet, 
ſpeaking of this deteltable Decree, ſays, The Uni- 
* verſity of Oxford aſſerted the Kino's Prerogative in 
* the highelt Strain of the moſt abject Flattery poſſible, 
both in their Audreſſes, and in their wild Decree x, 
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peak the Language of every true Briton. Moſt ſur- 
Priling then it is, that any one, who has bound him- 
{cif by che ſtrongeſt Engagements Religion can lay Men 


under, and has tied down his Soul by an Oath, to de- 


fund and maintain the preſent Settlement of the Crown 
in the illuſtrious Housk of Haxover, ſhould be ſo wic- 
ked and profane, as to hint any thing in favour of an 
ablolute hereditary Right. 

Thanks be to Heaven for this Parliamentary Se!tle- 

ment of the Imperial Crown of GREAT BRIT4IN ; a Scttle- 
ment, which our Religion, our Country, our Liberty 
and our Property, oblige us to maintain: Yea, with- 
Cat the Solemnity of an Oath, we are bound to defend 
this Eſtabliſhment, by every Motive that can influence 
the Mind of Man : Honour, Conſcience, and the Love 
of our Country conſtrains us to it. 
Wee ſhould certainly have been chained down, in 
the moſt abject Condition of Servitude, in the Reiga 
of the late King Janes, had not the Almighty, in Mer- 
Cy, given us that glorious Inſtrument of his Providence, 
the late and memorable King WiLL1aM, by whole ſca- 
ſonable Interpoſition we are now in a Condition of en- 
Joying Lite, Liberty, Religion and Property. 

I ſhall not content myſelf with Remarks only from 
the different Hiſtorians of thoſe Days, but let us ſee 
the calm and deliberate Reſolutions of the Lords and 
Commons, the Repreſentative Body of the whole Nati- 
on: In the firſt Year of King WiLL1aM and Queen 
Makxy, an Ad of Parliament was made, entituled, AN 
ACT declaring the Rights and Liberties of, the Sub- 
ject, and ſettling the Succeſſion f the Crown t It begins 
thus, Whereas the Ls Spiritual and Temporab, and 
« the Commons in Parliament aſſenibled at Weſtminſler, 
lau fully, fully, and freely repreſenting all the Ellates 
* of the People of this Kealin, did, upon the thirteenth 
* of February, in the Year of Our Logo 1688, preſent 
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* unto their Majeſties, then called and known by the 
„Names an! Stile of WIL HAN and Mary, Prince and 
« Princeis of Ox ANR, being preſent in their proper Per- 
* ſons, a certain Declaration in Writin , made by the ſaid 
« Lords and Commons, in the following Words: Where- 
« as the late King James the Second, by the Aſiſtance 
* of divers evil Counſellors, Judges, and Miniſters em- 
« ployed by him, did endeavcur to ſubvert and extirpate 
« the Proteſtant Religion, and the Laws and Liberties 
* of this Ringdom, by aſſumins and exerciſing a Power 
* of diſpenſing with, and ſuſpending of Laws, and the Ex- 
'« ecution of Laws, without the Conſent of Parliament, 
„Ec. &c. &c. all which are utterly and directly contra- 
« ry to the known Laws, Statutes, and Freedom of this 
« Realm : And the ſaillate Kino having abdicated the 
* Government, and the Throne thereby being vacant, they, 
«* the ſaid Lords Spiritual an] Temporal, and Commons, 
« aſemb, e lat IWeſlminfter, di reſilve, That WILLIAM 
« and MARY, Prince and Princeſs of ORANGE, Be 
and Be declared Krxc, an Queex of ENGLAND, 
« FRANCE, au IREL IND, and ol the Doninions, 
« thereunto belonging, &c. &c. &c.” Then they en- 
* the following Oath to be taken: *I A. B. 4% ſin- 
« cerely promiſe and ſwear, that I will be faithful, and 
« bear true Alleriance to their Majeſties King WILLI.“ 
« AM and Queen MARY : $9 help me GOD.“ 
In the Declaration preſented by the Lords and Com- 
mons to Kix WILLIAM and Querxn MARY, on their 
Acceptance of the Crown, aſter having aſcertained the 
Rights and Liberties of the People in the ſtrongeſt Terms, 
we have the following Words: And it is hereby de- 
« clared and enacted, that all and ſingular the Rights 
„an Liberties, aſſerted and claimed in the faid Decla- 
« ration, arc the true, ancient, and indubitable Rights 
and Liberties of the People of this Kingdom; and 
*- ſo ſhall be eſteemed, allowed, and adjudged, 2 
« ed, 
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ed, and taken to be, and that all and every the Par- 
« ticulars aforeſaid ſhall be firmly and ſtrictly holden 
* and obſerved, as they are expreſſed in the ſaid De. 
« claration,” 
Lt us now ſtep into Scotland, and ſee what was tranſact- 
ed there at this important Juncture. In a grand and 
ſolemn Convention of their Lords and Commons, they 
declare, That whereas King Nuts the Seventh, by 
* the Advice of wicked Counſellors, did invade the 
Fundamental Conſtitutions of Scotland, and altered it, 
« from a legal limited Monarchy, to an arbitrary and 
« deſpotick Power, and exerted that Power to the Sub- 
* verſion of the Proteſtant Religion, and to the Viola- 
« tion of the Laws and Liberties of the Kingdom, &c. 
© Ge. Oc. all which Miſcarriages of King JaMEs were 
« utterly and directly contrary to the known Laws, 
Freedom, and Statutes of the Kingdom of Scotland. 
„Upon theſe Grounds and Reaſons the Eſtates of the 
« Kingdom of - Scotland did find and declare, That the 
* ſaid King JaMEs had forfeited the Crown, and the 
„Throne was become vacant, and che Eſtates of the 
« Kingdom of Scotland had reſolved, that WILLIAM 
«* and MARY, Kixc and Queen of ENGLAND, be 
declared KING and Queen of SCO T LA ND, &c. 
Gc. Oc.“ 1 . 

In theſe Acts of Parliament the Cauſes and Reaſons 
of the late Revolution are fully ſet forth. 

The People of England and Scotland, when they had 
gone ſo far, plainly ſaw the Work was but half done. 
They had only delivered one Generation from Papery 
and Slavery, and knew, that, in cale King WILLIAM and 
Queen MARY, and the Princeſs of Denmark, left no Iſ- 
ſue, ſome Popiſh Prince or other, under a Pretence of 
being next in Deſcent, might ſet up a Claim to the 
Crown, This Conſideration gave Birth to another Act 


#f Parkament, made in the 33th Near of King WiLLi- 
| | 2 
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aw entituled, An ACT for the further Limitation of the 
Crown, and for the better ſecuring the Rights and Li- 
berties of the Sulject. By this AR © the moſt Iiluſtri- 


„us Princeſs SOPHIA, Electreſs, and Dutcheſs Dow- 
„ aper of Hanover, and the Heirs of her Body, being 
« Proteſtants, were declared the next in Succeſſion, in 


« the Proteſtant Line, to the Crown of England, &c. &c. 
« after the late King WILLIAM and the Princeſs 
« ANNE of Denmark, and their reſpective Iflue ; and 
« jt is enacted, that the Crown ſhould be, remain, and 
« continue to the ſaid Princeſs SOPHIA and the Heirs 
of ber Body, being Proteſtants ; and thereunto the 


Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in the 


« Name of all the People of this Realm, did molt hum- 
« bly and faithfully ſubmit themſelves, their Heirs, and 
« Poſterities, Ec. Oc.” 


About this Time a little Popiſh Zacobite Party began 


to peep up, upon which another Act off Parliament was 
framed, entituled, An ACT of. Attainder of the preſent 


pretended Prince of Wales, of High: Tregſon. This 
Jacobite Faction Mill ſubſiſting. our Great Deliverer, 
and his g/orious Parliament, having a Dread upon their 
Minds, of that Popery, Slavery, and Arbitrary Power 
from which they had been fo lately delivered, were 
now reſolved to do the Work effectually; and for that 
Purpoſe they paſſed another Act for extinguiſhing the 
Hopes of the preſent pretended Prince of Wales, and 
all other Pretenders whatſoever, and their open and ſe- 
cret Abettors. And, to clinch the Nail, and make 


. thorough Work of it, they framed the 4bjuration Oath, 


and thereby tied down the People, Body, Soul, and E- 
ſtates, to maintain and defend the Settlement of the 
Crown in x folic of Hanover, » 
By theſe our Glerious Deliverer compleated 
bis Work, and handed down to us the moſt pure Re- 


lig on, and the beſt Conſtitution in the Univerſe, guard- 
Fail | dw © . 0 w * ** 0 ed.” 
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ed, and fenced about, by Oaths and Laivs, as unalter- 


able as human Affairs can be. 


When I conſider how we ſtand as to the Pretender, 
that we have all perſonally abjured him in publick Courts 
of juſtice, and have, in the Preſence of God, Ange ls. 
and Men, declared the fame to be without any Equivo- 
cation or mental Reſervation; really, when J conſider 
and reflect on theſe many ſolemn Ties of Laws and 
Oaths, of Religion and Conſcience, of Duty, Intcreſt, 
and Inclination, methinks all Fear vaniſhes in a Mo- 
ment, and an Invaſion, in Favour of the Pretender, 
appears to be a molt wild and romantick Chimera, un- 
leſs ſupported by a wicked reſtleſs Faction within our 
own Bowels ; he may otherways, with equal Reaſon 
and Probability of Succeſs, attempt to invade the Moon, 
as to invade and conquer the Kingdoms of England, Scol- 
land, and Ireland T. His preſent Majeſty, and the 
next Succeſſor to the Crown, we know ll well, will 
always rule agreeably to the Laws and Conſtitutions of 
the Kingdom, and GOD Almighty grant their Succeſ- 
ſors may ever follow their glorious Example, and then 
they will ſtand, eternally ſtand, on Sir William Tem- 
file's broad Bottom, viz. The Affection, Intereſt, and 
Inclinations of the People, againſt which the united 
Powers of France and Spain, Hell and Rome, will ne- 
ver prevail. POS 

I have often wiſhed, that the ſundry As of Parlia- 
ment, for limiting and ſettling the Succeſſion of the 
Crown, were more univerſally known and underſtood ; 
and that the moſt ſignificant Clauſes of them were en. 
graved on Monuments of Braſs and Marble, erected for 
that Purpoſe in every Pariſh Church in Eegland, that 
ſo the moſt wicked and impious of all Doctrines, * 


This was written before the French had conquered O- 


fiend er any Part of Flanders, or the Breaking out of the late 


Rebellion. 
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of an abſolute, iudeſeaſible, hereditary Right, might ſtand 
publickly and perpetually — 2 1 


I have only one Remark more, and then ſhall have * 


done with your famous Sermon. You was pleaſed large- 
ly to infilt on the Obligation all Men are under to pay 
a due and proper Regard to the national Religion, and 
national Faith, and endeavoured to prove, that the Le- 
giſlature is, at all Times, truly and properly inveſted 
with a Power, not only to ſupport the national Faith 
and Religion, but to enforce it, and even its different 

Modes and Ceremonies, by Civil Penalties. 
I would not be underſtood here to be running down 
all Eſtabliſhments, and particularly that of the Church 
of England; but the eſtabliſhing a National Faith and 
Religion, and enforcing the fame by Civil Penalties, does 
not appcar to be reaſonable and juſt, or quite conſiſtent 
with the Nature and End of Civil Society. Religion, I 
mean true and real Religion, iu its own Nature, is inca- 
pable of being eſtabliſhed by any Law. It is not ſub- 
ject to human Inſpection, nor can it be controuled by 
any human Authority. It conſiſts in the Reverence 
and Love of God, in a conſtant Submiſſion to his Di- 
vine Will, and in a regular and devout Obedience to 
his Laws. This is truly Religion, but it cannot be in- 
fuſed into the Mind by any other Means than by Argu- 
ment and Perſuaſjon : Therefore I ſubmit it to the Con- 
ſideration of the Publick, if it be juſt or reaſonable, for 
the Magiſtrate, to enforce the National Religion and Faith. 
by Civil Penalties. The different Modes and Ceremo- 
nies of Worſhip indeed may be eſtabliſhed by the Ma- 
gltate, but this is not the Eſtabliſhment of Religion; 
theſe Modes and Ceremonies are, at beſt, only Forms 
of Godlineſs, and are often deſtitute of real Devotion, 
Reverence, and Love of God. Mahometaniſm is cer- 
tainly aa Impoſture, and its different Modes and Cere- 
monizs of Worſhip are fooliſh, and ridiculous; the E- 
| F 2 {tabliſhmeut 
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{tabliſhment of them does not alter their Nature, or 
inake them a Jot more reaſonable and juſt. Upon the 
whole, there is ſomething in the Nature of true and 
real Religion inconſiſtent with ary Civil Eſtabliſhment 
whatſoever. But the contending for, and eſtabliſhing 
a National Faith, is ſtill mote unaccountable. With 
reſpect to Faith, every Man mult believe according to 
the Evidence that 4s exhibited to him, he cannot help 
it, Such is the Frame of the human Mind, that it 
cannot with-hold its Aſſent or Beliet from any Propo- 
ſition that ſhall appear to be true or probable. I evi- 
dently - perceive two and three make five; was I to 
gain the World, I cannot think otherways. I have 


never been at Jamaica, yet I believe there is ſuch a 


Place, and that it lyes in, or ncar the particular Lati- 
tude deſcribed in our Maps : The Teſtimonies I have 


received of it are ſo ſtrong, as force the Belief of it, 


whether I will or not. Tranſubſtantiation, the Atha- 
naſium Creed, and many other Things I could mention, 
are truly myſterious and unintelligible, and therefore 
cannot be properly the Objects of the Aſſent of any rea- 
ſonable Man, Was I to be threatencd with the ſevereſt 
Tortures, if I did not believe theſe Doctrines, yet the 
Fear of thoſe ſevere Puniſhments could not force me to 
the Belief of them ; it would be impoſſible for me to 
conſider them any otherways than as abſurd Falſehoods. 
The Dread of Pain might induce me, outwardly, to ac- 
knowledge them as true ; but this would be no other 
than a wilful deliberate Act of Hypoeriſy, for which I 
ſhould ſtand condemned in my own Conſcience. 

I will grant, the Belief of a God is the Foundation 
of all Religion; there is no Man who makes any Uſe 
of his Reaſon, but will conclude, that from Eternity 
there mult have exiſted ſome One, unchangeable, in- 
dependent, neceſſary, ſelf-exiſtent BEING, from whom 
all other Beings, and all other Things, that are, or e- 
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ver were, have received their Original. It is demon- 
ſtrably true, that all Things could not have riſen out of 
nothing ; nor can they have derived from one another 
in an endleſs Chain or Succeſſion. Whatever exilts 
muſt have a Cauſe, a Reaſon, a Ground of its Exilt- 
ence ; therefore it is one of the moſt evident Truths 
in the World, that Something muſt have exiſted eter- 
nally, and independently; that is, (as Dr. Clarke very 
jaltly obſerves) to exiſt by an abſolute Neceſſity, ori- 
ginally in the Nature of the Thing. This is the moſt 
natural Idea of the SUPREME BEING ; therefore, I 
am forced to believe, that there is OuE only living and 


treue GOD, a moſt pure glorious Spirit, neceſſarily poſ- 


ſelſing all poſſible Perfe&tions, Eternal, Immenſe, Im- 
mutable, Almighty, Omniſcient, Independent, infi- 
nitely Holy, Juſt and Gool. 

Thus far the Light of Nature, unaſſiſted by Reve· 
lation, points out and directs ; and the more we conſi- 
der and contemplate this Subject, the ſtronger we ſhall 
find it impreſſed in our Minds ; yea, this Truth is fo 
evident, and demonſtrable, that it comes with an ir- 
reſiſtible Power; fo that our Aſſent to it is neceſſary 
and unavoidable. 

Let us now examine the Pretenſions of Revelation, 
and we ſhall find the Caſe exactly the ſame. 

It is undeniably true, and we have all the Proof and 
Evidence that any reaſonable Man can deſire, that there 
really was ſuch a Perſon as Jxsus CnRIST, and that he 
appeared in the World about 1700 Years ago ; that he 
was Jx$us, the Messtiau, and was ſent out from God, 
and acted by the Authority of God; that he came into 
the World to eſtabliſh a pure, ſpiritual, and unde filed 


 Keligion, in its Nature ſimple and perfect, freed from 


Superſtition and Idolatry, not loaded with Sacrifices or 
Ceremonies, but every Way adapted to make Mankind 
wiſer and better. Tho Sublimity of its Doctrines, tha 
F 3 | Purity 
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Purity of its Precepts, the Spirit of Love, Charity, an t 
univerſal Benevolence, that runs through the whole C 
Chriſtian Syſtem, obliges me to believe it has God for a 
its Author. Beſides, the Miracles our Saviour wrought, I 
n Confirmation of his Doctrine, were many and in- \ 
conteſtible ; performed in open Day-light, in Preſence a 
of many hundred People; fo that there could not be t 
the leaſt Suſpicion of any Fraud or Juggle. | 


V 
I am very ſenſible, tis natural for all Men to have I 
an over-bearing Opinion and Eſteem of that particular 0 
Religion they were born and bred up in; but Cr iſtia- i 
nity will bear the ſtricteſt Inquiry, and ſtand firm, when / 
the Mind is freed from all the Biaſs and Prejudice of £ 
Education. It calls on all its Votaries to prove and 7 
examine it; and it has this particular Diſtinction from 
al) other Religions whatſoever, that the more it is in- c 
ipetted into, the more its Purity, Rationality, and Di- 
vine Authority will appear; fo that I am obliged, whe- 
ther I will or not, to acknowledge the Truth of our 
Saviour's Miſſwn, and the Divinity of his Doctrine. 
The Proofs are ſo inconteſtible and coneluſive, that it 
is not in my Power to with-hold my Belief or Aſſent; 
ſo that this Faith alſo, like all others, is in its own 
Nature neceſſary and unavoidable. Theſe Premiſes 
make it extremely difficult for me to canceive, that 
any one can be properly puniſheJ, or rewarded, either 
here or hereafter, merely for believing or not believ- | 
ing, and abundantly demonſtrate, that the Power claim- 1 
cd by the Civil Magiſtrate, to eſtabliſh a National Faith, 
is indefenſible on rational Principles, and not agreeable 
with the Nature and Ends of Civil Society. 

With regard to Chriſtianity, it is purely a practical 
'Th ng, not a ſpeculative one. The Scriptures declare, 
that Faith without Works is dead. It avails not. It 
ſignifies nothing. Let a Man believe by the Lump, 
| kt him ſwallow Creeds by Dozens, let lim believe all 
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the Orthodox eſtabliſhed Notions, or all the Orthodox 
Opinions of the other different Parties; yet, if he is 
an ſmmofal Man, he is worſe than an Infidel. A good 
Life infers good Principles. Living well is the beſt E- 
vidence we can give that we believe well. Certainly, 
an honeſt, ſober, virtuous Heathen, muſt be more in 
the Eavour of God, than a wicked Chriſtian, A Pagan, 
who obſerves the Laws of Truth and Peace, is infinite» 
ly more religious, than a profane, turbulent, avaritious 
Chriſtian Prieſt. Cornelius. was a Heather ; yet obſerve, 
it is declared of him in Scripture, that he was a devout 
Man, and one that feared God, with all his Houſe, who 
gave much Alms to the People, and prayed to God A.- 
mighty, 

4 have now done with your Sermon, and ſhall con- 
clude with repeating a few of my favourite Lines : 

For Modes of Faith let graceleſs Zealots fight, 
He can't be wrong whoſe Life is in the right : 

In Faith and Hope the World will diſagree, 

But all Mankind's Concern is Charity: 

All muſt be falſe that thwart this one great End, 

And all of Col that bleſi Mankind, or mend. 


Pork's Eſſay on Man. 


I beg Leave to entertain the Reader with an admi- 
rable POEM, very well adapted to the preſent Subject, 
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EPITAPHIUM 
; MONSTRI cujuſdam, 
Apud Anglos vulgo dicti 
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Terre & Tenebris mandati. 
AUTORE 
Diu incoguito viro ingenioſb et vere pio 


FOHANNE REYNOLDS. 
I. 


* Jacet ( ſemperque jaceat 1) 


Pietatis Cadaver, 
Improbitatis Corpus, 
| Religionis Larva, 
Sanctimoniæ Hoſtis et Umbra, 
Divini Imago Zeli, et Peſtis, 
Eccleſia Simia ſimul et Lupus. 


II, 


Monſtrun horrendum, informe, ingens, cui lumen ademptum, 
Rome Antique Natwn, 
Nove in Tutelam Acceptum, 
In caliginoſis Vaticani Aaytis, 
Human Sanguine et Pulvere Pyrio 
Nutritum, ſaginatum. 


AN 


T 4 P-- 


ON | 
B IG OT R Y, 
Tranſlated from the LaTin, 
Which was written by the late pions and ingenious 


Mr. JOHN REYNOLDS; 
And inſerted 


In the Occaſional Paper, Vox. III. No. 6. 


I. 


HE*E lyes (and — it here for ever ly!) 
The Carcaſs of dead Piety, 
Shadow of Grace, ſubſtantial Sin, 
Religion's Mask and gaudy Dreſs, 
The Form and Foe of Holineſs, 
The Image and the Plague of Zeal Divine, 
Its Dwelling was the Church; in double Shape, 
Half was a murdering Wolf, and half a mimick Ape, 


IT. 


A Monſter horrid to the Sight, 

Hideous, deform'd, and void of Licht; 
'Twas born at ancient Rome. 
By th' modern nurs'd 

In the dark Cloiſters of the Vatican; 

Its Lungs inſpir'd with heaving Lies, 
Its Bulk well fatten'd to prodigious Size 

With Gun-powder and Blood of Man. 

III. Ancient 


_ — 
— 
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Hiſpaniæ Ditionis Incola, 


Gallicis deinde Regionibus Hoſpes, 


1 Famdudum Gretiſſimus 
Veteris quidem, Nopique Orbis, 


Humans Generis et commodi Cauſa 


Peregrinator aſſiduus. 


IV, 
Linguarum utpote quarumcumque Peritus, 
Sextus itidem utriuſque Particeps. 
. Mentium Illuminator Flamineus, 
Acutiſſimus Dubitantium Dudtor, 
Qui Laqueis, enfibus, incendiiſque, 
Reluctantium Animarum Cttervas 
Feſtinas in Cælum Amandat, 
Celerrimus Orbis Converſor. 
Conſpirationum Exitialium, 
Verarum pariter ac ſimulatarum 
(Mali revera Machinarum infundi) 
Artifex dexterrimus. 


| V. 
Eccleſiæ ſub Nomine et Cultu, 


5 Sub pelle Ovina et Vultu, 


Libertatis penitus Eccleſiaſtice, 
Commercii pene Civilis, 
Ac Societatis Humane 


Indomitus Vaſtator et Prads. 


3 


VI. Artibus 


2 
0 
1 


E 3 
III. 
Ancient Inhabitant of Spain, 
And long in France a welcome Gueſt ; 
Over the Continent and Main, 
Over the Old World and the New, 
Mankind and Money to purſue, 
On Dragon's Wings the Harpy flew, 
And gave its Feet no Reſt. 
+>: UP; 
All Languages the Fury ſpake, 
And did of either Sex partake : 
Flaming Enlightner of the Mind, 
And headlong Leader of the Blind, 
Oſt has it dragg'd the doubtful Tongue to ſpeak, 
While the pain'd Conſcience left the Truth behind. 
By Gibbet, Sword and Fire, 
It made whole Tribes of Men expire 
And to the Skies their groaning Ghoſts it hurl'd 
A ſwift Converter of the World. 
Dexterous in all the Arts of Blood; 
Skill'd to contrive or counterfeit 
Myſterious Miſchief, Plots of State: 
Thoſe murderous Engines to deſtroy the Good. 


[The , here tiring, begs the Reader's Leave to re- 
leaſe herſelf from the Bonds and Labours of Rhyme 
and Metre, by a mere Imitation of the next Thurty 
Lines in Pro/e.] 


Under the Name and Habit of the-Church, 
Under the Countenance-and Clothing of a Sheep, 
It became the molt favage and rampant 
Plunderer and Waſter of human Society, 
Made fearful Inroads on all civil Commerce, 
And left religious Liberty expiring. 
VI. A 
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VI. 


A-rtivus Politis, Politiciſque, 


Critices nexibus Logicaque ſtrophis, 
Calamorum, Linguzque telis, 
Conciliorum, Canonumque Bombardis, 
Caſeriſſue Centis _— Armamentis 
* inſlructiſſimusß. 


VII. 


Cui Furor, ac Odium, ac Nefas, 
F aſtuſque ac ſeculi Amor, 
Perjuria, pieque Fraudes, 
Truculenta Partium fludra, 
Inplicite filet, Tyrannidiſque, 
Objequi proinde Paſſivi, 
Jrnrantie ac Morie Encomia 
Comites fuerunt ſolennes. 


VIII. 
Cui Nuge, Triceque Colende, 
Qui/quilie, Dire, Exequieque 
Bulle minantes, & bruta Fulmina, 
Voia ſacrilega, ac Legendæ, 
Fecur T heologicum, Bilifque 
Aſpera eque ac atra, 
* Theatrales, Ritu/que 


O8/clett 


W 


Of 
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A Warrior well ſurnifh'd | | 
With all Arts Politick and Polite, © ' 
With the knotty Embaraſſments of Criticiſm, 
The hampering Chains and Subtilities of Logick, 
And the Javelins of Pen and Tongue, 

With:the roaring Ordinance of Councils and Canons, 
And all the Artillery of the Schools and Gown. 


VII. 
Fury, Hatred and Miſchief,  - -_ - 
Love of this World, Pride and Diſdain, 
With Perjuries, Falſchoods, and pious Frauds, 
And raging Party-Zeal, 
Were its neceſſary and everlaſting Attendants 3 
High Encomiums and endleſs Applauſe 
Of Guides infallible and Faith implicit, 
Of hereditary and divine Right, 
Of unlimited Power and paſſive Obedience 
To tyrant Prieſts and Kings, . 
With the immortal Praiſe and Merit 
Of ſtupid Ignorance, and blind Submiſſion, 
Were Heralds to prepare its Way. 


VIII. 


Trifles, Tricks, and ſolemn Foolerics, 
Legends, and ſilly Tales, 
Old Almanacks, and mouldy muſty Reliques, 
Swee pings of ancient Tombs, 
Vows, Pilgrimages, Charms and Conſecrations, 
Rites Obſolete, and Novel Ceremonies 
Both decent and indecent. 
Monkiſh and ſuperſtitious Auſteritics, " 


Wis Wick 
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OBbſoleti ſimul & 2 


Cordi fuere & cibo. 
IX. 
Ordinis & plurimum Clericalis, 
4 Gregis potiſſimum Lyyolitici 
e Conpregationis præterea Venerands 


De propaganda per orbem fide, 
Coccinatus Antiſtes. 


X. 
Nobiliſimæ Inquiſitionis Curiæ, 
(Colertiſſimæ Hareticorum Muſcipulz) 
Primavus Fundator & Preſes. 
Amph ſims Cardinalium confeſſut, 
Necnon ſanttifſima &, R. Eccleſia 
Patri Capitique 
A ſecretioribus ſemper Conſillis. 


| XI. 
Chriſtiam inſuper Orbis totiur 
Tam per Orientales, quam Occidentales 
Mundi plagas, 


Mi ere 


. 

With Words J. 2. luste 
And Sacerdotal Vengeance, Rk 

Squibs, Crackers, Excommunication, Curſes, 
Roaring Bulls and vain Thunders, 

M ix'd with Prieftly-Choler bitter and black, 
Were its delicious Food. 


( Now Metre and Rhyme proceed. ) 


6 IX. | | 
A purple Prelate, choſen to preſide 
Over the whole /gnatian Drove, 
And all the Clergy-Tribes beſide, | 
All but the Sacred Few that mix their Zeal with Love, 
In every different Sect *twas known, 
It made the Caſſock and the Cowl its own, 
Now ſtalk'd in formal Cloak, now flutter'd in the Gown. 


X. 
At what dark Hour ſo e're 
The curſt Divan at Rome were met, 
Catholick Faith to propagate, 
This Monſter fill'd the Chair. 
The Conclave dreſt in Bonnets red, 
With Three-crown'd Tyrant at their Head, 
Made it their Privy-Counſollor. 
The Inguiſition-Court. (a bloody Crew, 
Artful to ſet the folemn Trap 
That lets no Heretick eſcape) 
Owns it her Preſident and Founder too. 


| XI. 
Oft as the Church in Eaſt and Weſtern Lands, 
| Riſing againſt herſelf in Arms, 
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Mijere ſecum Militantis 
(Et quid, quæſo, Huguſlins 
De Maximo Heroum dicendum ! ) 
Anteſignanus ſemper Triumphans. 


XII. 


Inſulæ Britannice Extraneis ab hoſlibus 
Pelagi menibus, necnon Navium 
Propugnaculis bene munite, 

Bonis præterea Domeſlicis, 
Qra Sacris, qua Civilibus 
(Bona fi tandem ſua noverit) 
Omnium Fertunatiſſime. 

(Prob Doler | Proh Pudon .) 
Inteſtinus Diviſar & Helluo. 


XIII. 
I fuge Viator, Malignum 
Hujuſce ſepulchri Vaporem! 
Letare, Feſtina, & Ora 
Ne Sphingi ade? nefande 
Ullus in ævum 
Keſurrectionis concedatur Lacus. 


L 17 
In her own Blood oy her Hands, 
This Chief led on tl? unnatural War, 
Or did the bloody Standards bear, 
Or ſound the fierce Alarms ; | 
Victorious ſtill : And what more can be ſaid 
Of all the living Warriors, or the Heroes dead ? 


XIT. 


BRITAIN, a Land well ſtor'd with every Good, 
That Nature, Law, Religion gives, 
A Land where Sacred Freedom thrives ; 
Bleſt Iſle ! If her own Weal ſhe underſtood ! 
Her Sons immur'd with Guardian Ocean's Sleep, 
And Caſtles floating in the Deep ; 

Fenc'd from all Foreign Foes, O Shame! O Sin! 
Her Sons had let this baleſul Miſchief in; 
This Helliſh Fury, who, with flattering Breath, 

Did firſt divide and then devour, 
And made wild Waſte where c're ſhe ſpread her 
Power : 
Bchold, ſhe meets her fatal Hour 
And lyes inchain'd in Death. 


XIII. 


Shoot at the Grave, O Traveller; 
Triumphant Joys that reach the Skies 

Are here the juſteſt Obſequies: 

Shout thrice ; then flee afar 
The pois'nous Steams and Stenches of the Sepulchre: 

Go, turn thy Face to Heaven, and pray 
That ſuch a hateful Monſter never may 

Obtain a Reſurrection-Day. 


G 3 CONCLU- 
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CONCLUSION. 


M UST here ſtand ſtill, make a Pauſe, —and 

reflect a little on the vaſt and ſurpriſing Difference 
between us and our Foreſathers, both as Proteſtants and 
Diſſenters ; eſpecially during the Reign of that weak 
and arbitrary Family the S TUARKTS. And, really, the 
Conſideration is very affecting. I cannot forbear cry- 
ing out, To thee, © my God, are due my eternal Praiſes, 
to thee I will offer my humbleſt Acknowle loments of Gras- 
titude and Thankficlr %! Bleſſed, bleſſed be thy Name 
for ever, that thou haſt appointed me to act in Great 
Britgin, at a Period of Time, when my Perſon, my E- 
ſtate, my Conſcience, my Religion, arc all my own. 
I am governed, it is true, but willingly governed, be- 
cauſe governed by Law, and not by the arbitrary Dic- 
tates of inſolent and lawleſs Power. The Fruits of my 
Labovrs are my certain Property. My Children, thoſe 
dear Pledges of conjugal Affection, I educate for my- 
ſelf in ſuch a Manner, as my own Prudence and Cir- 
cumſtances may direct, without the diſtrefling Fear of 
ſeeing them torn from me, hy the Bigotry and Super- 
ſtition of craſty and tyrannical Prieſts L. Thanks be 
10 Heaven, that the Days of Tyranny and Darkneſs 
are now at an End, and that the Men of the greateſt 
Fortunes and Abilities, of the preſent and rifing Gene- 
ration, ſeem to be inſpired with an ardent Love of Li- 
berty, and to have been brought up in an Abhorrence 
of thole bitter and {Javiſh Principles, whereby wicked 
and deſigning Fecleſiaſtics have formerly invaded, and, 
at laſt, impiouſly deſtroyed the nobleſt Privileges of 
their Country. The infinite Importance of Liberty 
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+ is now univerſally underſtood ; and it is impoſſible 
for any Nation to be too jealous of every Attempt that 
may have a Tendency to infringe or deſtroy it. In 
ſhort, it is one of the nobleſt Gifts of God to Mankind, 
and the only Source and Foundation of Happineſs, both 
in public and private Life. And what a Satisfaction 
maſt it now afford, to every wiſe and honeſt Man, to 
ſee the exorbitant Claims of ſome Clergymen, in our 
Day and Time, univerſally treated with Scorn and Con- 
tempt, even when advanced by a Perſon of high Rank, 
and, conſeſſedly, great Abilities. I hope to live long 
enough to ſee the bulky Performance of that Gentle- 
man meet with the ſame Treatment as the famous 
Oxford Decree of 1683, long ſince worthily burnt Oo 
the Hands of the common Hangman. 

Should any one ſay, that no ſuch Claims or "GP 
ons are now aſſerted, I beg Leave to refer him to the 
following Quotations from the Work I have juſt reſer- 
red to: * The Magiſtrate ought not to interfere with 
« the Clergy, in che Exerciſe of their Power, but ought 
* on all Occaſions to be aſliſttng to them, when their 
„Aid is required. The Clergy ought not to be per- 
« mitted to make ſuch Conſtitutions, from time to time, 
* as ſhall appear to them conducive to the Ends of 
« their divine Commiſſion; and the Power of inter- 
* preting thoſe Conſtitutions, and of carrying them in- 
« to Execution, ought to be inveſted in the Clergy a» 
lone, or in thoſe only to whom they ſhall —_ 
10 it. ” 

Again, „Every Biſhop may claim Authority, by the 
„Word of God, for the Correction and Puniſhing of 
* ſuch as are unquict, diſobedient, and criminous ; 

= that 


+ When I ſpeak. of Civil Liberty, I defire to be underftood, 
vs meaning nothing more thau being governed by the Laws of owe 
pwn making, a 
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* that is, for the Exerciſe of all Manner of ſpiritual 
« Diſcipline within his Dioceſe. No Adminiſtration 
« that is properly ſpiritual, can come into any other 
Hands whatſoever, otherways than by the voluntary 
„ Choice and expreſs Direction of the Biſhop.” 

I could quote ſeveral other Paſſages, all endeavour- 
ing to prove, that the Biſhops and Clergy, by a Di- 
vINE Right, ſtand inveſted with the ſole Power for the 
Correction of Manners, and Puniſhment of Vice; and 
that this Authority is to be exerciſed- by Viſitations, 
$ynods, and Rural Chapters. Truly, the Tyranny 
of the Grand Turk is not ſo deteſtible, Who would 
not rather be a Slave to a Monarch than a Monk? The 
Experience of all Ages confirms this Truth, that the 
Oppreſſior or Cruelty of temporal Tyrants, never was, 
nor ever can be, ſo great as that of Prieſts has been; 
were thoſe Claims permitted and allowed, the Sacerdo- 
tal Empire would foon draw all Power to itſelf, and 
render the Civil Magiſtrate its Slave and Dependent, 
From the Recognition and Ackowledgment of this Di- 
vine Right ſprang the Papal Supremacy ; and ſhould 
the Clergy of England ever poſſeſs a Power or Right of 
Juriſdi&tion, underived from the Civil Magiſtrate, it 
would lead ns to a State and Condition worſe than be- 
ing Slaves to Rome ; we ſhould then become Slaves 
and Vaſſals to a Popery at our own Door. Thoſe 
prieſtly Claims and Pretenſions are in themſelves not 

only abſurd and dreadfully miſchievous, but alſo direct- 
ly oppoſite to all the known Laws and Conſtitutions of 
the Realm. At the Time of the Keformation, our 
Forefathers were not content to aboliſh the uſurped 
Power of the Biſhop of Rome, but went to the Root of 
this accurſed Evil, and declared, That all Juriſdiction, 
as well Eccleſiaſtical as Civil, is veſted in, and exerci- 
ſed by Authority from the Crown, i 

4 6 
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* Tis Royal Majeſty is declared to be ſu- Henry VIII 
« preme Head of the Church of England, S. * 17s 
and hath full Power to puniſh and repreſs all Manner 
* of Errors, Vices and Sins, growing within the ſame. 
The King, his Heirs and Succeſſors, 26 Henry 8. 
„ ſhall be taken and reputed the only ſu- Ch. 1. 
| ** preme Head on Earth of the Church of England, and 
% have full Power to correct, reform, and amend all 
* Errors and Enormities within the ſame. 

* It is declared and enacted, that all 1 Edward 6, 
« ſpiritual Authority is derived from the Ch. 2 5. 3. 
King's Majeſty, as ſupreme Head of the Churches 
in England and Ireland. 
he it enacted, that all Juriſdiction, Elizabeth, 
« Spiritual and Eccleſiaſtical, be exerciſed Ch 1. C. 17. 
by her Majeſty, and that ſhe hath full Power and 
% Authority for the Viſitation of the Eccleliaſtical 
« State and Perſons, and for the Reformation, Order, 
„ and Correction of the fame ; and further, that all 
Manner of Eccleſiaſtical Power and, Juriſdiction is in 
* the Crown, and is exerciſed by Authority derived 
from thence.” | 

I could cite many other As of Parliament, where 
in it is moſt fully and peremptorily declared, that 
Archbiſhops, Biſhops, and all other Eccleſiaſtical Per- 
ſons whatſoever, have no Manner of Juriſdiction or 
Authority, but by, under, and from the King, from 
whom alone all Eccleſiaſtical Power is derived. There- 
fore, the Clergy ſetting up for an Independency, or 
pretending to exerciſe any ſpiritual or temporal Juriſ- 
diction, by virtue of a divine Right, is directly contra» 
ry to all our known and eſtabliſhed Laws, as well as 
inconſiſtent with all the Principles of the Reformation ; 
which abundantly declare, that all ſpiritual Power and 


Juriſdiction is derived ſolely from the Civil Magiſtrite. 
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This Principle has ever been eſteemed the Ground- 
work of the Reformation. Whoever has a-mind to ſee 
the Weakneſs and pernicious Tendency of thoſe prieſt- 
ly Claims, learnedly and judicioufly refuted, may con- 
ſult that admirable Treatiſe, entituled, An Examina- 
tion of the CODEN, by that great Lawyer and ti ue 
Engh/ſhman the late * Recorder of Briftol. And left any 
one ſhould think 1 bear too hard on the Reverend 
Gentlemen, I beg Leave to conclude with a Quotation 
from this invaluable Performance, Pag. 2. After hav- 
ing proved, beyond all Contradiction, that Chriſt's 
Kingdom was not of this World, but that it was an 
Empire of Trath and Righteouſneſs, founded in the 
Hearts of his, faithful Subjects, he goes on : For it is 
* notorious, that a certain Set of Men (meaning the 
** Biſhops and Clergy of ancient Times) moſt impudent- 
« Iy aſſuming to themſelves the folc Interpretation of 
„ the Laws of this Kingdom, and pretending to an ex- 
* « traordinary Zeal for the Honour of its Founder, did 
« ſet up, and for many Ages did maintain a King- 
« dom of their own, over the greateſt Part of thg 
„ Chriſtian World; the moſt impious and oppreſſive 
« Tyranny that ever exerciſed the Patience of God or 
„Man; an Empire founded in Craft, ſupported by 
Blood, Rapine, Breach of Faith, and every other 

Engine of Fraud and Oppreſſion.“ 
I have now gone through what I firſt intended, and, 
to ſpeak the Truth, what was at firſt wrote for my own 
rivate Amuſement, and without any Deſign of its ſee- 
ing the Light; but when J conſidered what dreadful 
Havock Bigotry and Superſtition had made in the 
Chriſtian World, I concluded, the Publication might 
be of ſome Uſe, and not unſeaſonable. My Lord Ba- 


con's 


* Nowthe Honourable Mr. Juſtic: Foſter, one of the Judges 


or the King's Bench, 
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con's Obſervation is certainly jult, that the Danger of 
Superſtition is even greater than that of Atheiſin; for, 
ſays he, Atheiſm, leaves Men to Senſe, to Philoſophy, 
„ to Laws, to Reputation, all which may be Guides ta 
*- moral Virtue, tho' Religion were not; but Super- 
& ſtition diſmounts all theſe, and erects an abſolute 
«* Monarchy in the Minds of Men: therefore, Atheiſin 
« did never perturb States ; but Superſtition hath been 
te the Confuſion of many. The Cauſes of Superſti- 
e tion are pleaſing and ſenſual Rites and Ceremonies, 
« Exceſs of phariſaical and outſide Holineſs, Reverence 
eto Traditions, and the Stratagem of Prelates for their 
* own Ambition and Lucre.” 

Probably, I may have incurred the Diſpleaſure of ſome 
Perſons, by advancing Things contrary to the common- 
ly received Opinions : But I beg Leave ſolemnly ta 
declare, that my Intention is perfectly innocent and juſt. 
I deſign nothing but the Defence and Support of the 
beſt Religion, the beſt Laws, and the beſt Government 


in the World. I ſubmit all to the Candour and good 


Nature of the Reader, and do hope he will forgive 
what was honeſtly meant, altho' it ſhould be found to 
be weakly executed. Should any one ohject, that I 
have taken too great Liberties with the Naines and 
Characters of the Dead; I reply, that I am fully ſen- 
ſible of the Reaſonableneſs and Juſtice of that ancient 
Maxim, De mortuis nil niſi bonum: However, this muſt 


not extend to Hiſtory, wherein, for a juſt Recital 


of Facts, the true and full Characters of the principal 
Agents are often requiſite ; and the Hiſtorian ſhould be 
under no Manger of Reſtraint, but that only of keep- 
ing within the Bounds of Truth and Decency. 
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